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Silappathikaram stands as a remarkable example of an epic that has endured across
time, demonstrating how works with tragic endings can achieve lasting literary
significance. Tragic emotion (avalachuvai) is an important aesthetic mode through
which experiences such as suffering, loss, humiliation, injustice, and emotional anguish
in human life are artistically represented. Among the eight forms of meyppatu
(expressions of emotion) identified in Tamil literary theory, avalachuvai may be
regarded as one of the most significant representations of human suffering. In this
sense, Silappathikaram can be viewed as a comprehensive expression of tragic emotion.
[lango Adigal deserves particular appreciation for naturally portraying the tragic
circumstances experienced by individuals and society within an epic framework. The
life of Kannagi forms the central focus of tragic emotion in the epic. Kovalan's
misguided decisions, the loss of wealth, and Kannagi's suffering following the death of
her husband intensify the dimension of loss (izhavu). Kovalan's death is not merely an
expression of personal grief; it also represents a broader social tragedy arising from the
failure of justice. In the Madurai Kantam, the royal court itself becomes a setting for
injustice, representing humiliation and degradation (ilivu) as a significant dimension of
tragic emotion. The unjust execution of the innocent Kovalan exposes the consequences
of the misuse of political authority and the devaluation of human life. Kannagi's
destruction of Madurai represents another dimension of tragic emotion, interpreted
here as emotional disturbance or collapse (asaivu). The episode is not merely portrayed
as an act of revenge but as a powerful response to the violation of justice and moral
order. The poverty experienced by Kovalan and Kannagi further illustrates the
impermanence and instability of human life, emphasizing the fragile nature of material
prosperity and worldly existence. Overall, Silappathikaram presents tragic emotion not
merely as an expression of sorrow or lamentation but as a profound philosophical and
ethical aesthetic. Through suffering, loss, injustice, and moral retribution, the epic
emphasizes virtue (aram), justice, moral responsibility, and social accountability. Thus,
the tragic dimensions of Silappathikaram transform individual suffering into a broader
reflection on human existence and ethical order.
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(LT GO

SO QELSHWIMISET, LD6NE 2 W6 SHmeT HIIGHLTS QeualiuGSHS D 2 WfhS LOImLS
QBMEIIL. &MV SHEUEWITQUITE HHPHAMG. FhE QeHGEHWID (WHL STUNW @eusHD  alemr,
eumpeeir  @6TLI-GI6oTL  Hlemeu&elT, LILGeUM)| Geneuderiledt PTG §SSFSSULL (HeTermer. leummiern
SlaIevEameal Letlg eumpalled FHIWPL USSHIGmET, 2 6aGHed QUhiG HHHMENLTHD LSHWIF
QFWIAME. STUNLRIGND SULEFHME SHMBUTNGT MU 2 auened  WPOLILUGSSH, FeLPHESHMS
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hHés UGG SHAINLTS SMLEDGH. HOUUSSTILD @ SIS STUNWILNS L (HLDELEVTE,
geps KAWL welly LHWMMSWILD GNSES BLHS EHSHNETHMET (PETMUSGGD QeLSHWIDTS
NeMRIGHDG. QHL HSPD HITURISET SeNBUFlE eUMPEMES CFTHLONGE L (BLOCEVIMOD, FeNs
SmUNGT  GmpurTGeemenr  QeuefFslGd TN 2 HHwims  wrmidHearmer.  &Ge,
SeoluHeMrsHeL  CQUIUNUID 2 EITHSHID S6ULEFFHMEUKZET 6TDID  HeMeLLILN6L  HeLLILHSTSSH6L
SIUCLEFFEMEUGET  6TEUCUTM  SIEDLDHGIETENTET  6T60TILING  YIMUUSH QeusH FHLMEHD Feps
FHWrsa|d (pé&HGgeald QuNHDS.

3|6U6VLF F6DIUS 61T

ey aumpelled K& FlerUd, HMpe|, @QIOLL, 6T Gougemer GUTEIN  SIDILOIRISETE
2 6TENGHL QUmised 2 uIfenel PUUD QESHIIE SHMAILTS SIOIVEHME SIMDEDS. QS
QeumiLd JJGOUIGMﬁj GEal DL (HLO606;  SIMID, BEHuNestemio, MGG  HUMTE  LLeTL(HS S0
Gumettn &ep&E FICHHGHMET 2 MITHSID 2 WIHS HPHWID MILQILTGD. @Q&H6m6tT CQGHMELSTLINLIIY

“@eafGeu QLCau SIMECRI QUMIEMLD 6T60T
efleflalled QaTETmE SI(LPMS BI6IIGCEH (CIHMEL 1199)

eTeorm) o6l 2 eurjeydefled  QUILUTLTS eumslubGSHHADT). @Qeafe] @QLpe Slmaey,
QUBSHHLD YA eULEFFHmEUUN6T (PSHW 2 L 1Nfleysemss ShHSLLGE M. Qeual Nifleyssit
@altleuTaTMID Wefg uTpHmEUTeT Camiul L iy Hamevsmen QeauaflliL(hdgiHeTmen. @eloialensd
Gemeuuilerr 2 L Nfleysemensd HeNssealumseld etCmmeLmsm Neefll Neneub d SIS St
W(WpauHgid Aol amrid ureueill (ReTengl. SibHLmmevd ALY QFWILD STGUTEL  SH6ETuT66m6or
Bs Quemseflsst oieuev Hemevemuwu|d, UDECFHUIMISS &ToFHUND Sameudeml ST (h&HSE
SMPGHGHE QFeogd Hemew gOULLGCH! er6oim  CHMUEVET QUBHGHID HlemeoU|d,  HIEHTLILDTEDEL
UGHUNL GCaHMaIe6T UIaNeLEmMED 6T6TM UBHSHID SHeutierurHullesr Hlemeow|d, 6Teolll Lew Hemevsatlev
SeoLugemgd  geueoll  uemenl  Qeueliu@GSSHISDG.  @uuetty  QUENSEFSHE L (HLDELEL
QWS EHSGLD CQUTHHSID 616N HEOHEOSH TS

‘QEFHIEF CQFMRISEN LMSII M6UHSHILI
UDMTSIdS G 2 UNTHHeID 2 UNjHSeven (H60l 54 )

6160TM)| FoMLUILGEMDS). Lm@g,g, SHUTHBTL FHemevealeiledl Heaubhd HEIGHET LDEMHDU|D SleTalMS,
Q&meLeslT 2 emevuTled 2aigId  H@HEN GCuTL QUEBELNEFSH L Lmer  eTeTm  HEFHeuMySHEesNliLiy
aNenGGHOMJ.  SleueuLdesl  CUHCPFME  2a1Glemevd GHGSL 60T  eeUN(haug QoS FUMGLD.
QeamGCaTalg&H6T Qhg 2 el L QL R&aile) Qs euhgh S6TUSHMS 2 6uTSH S IHMIMI).

&eoNev @efleys semeu

LD6vT & 6601 Lolﬂu_lrrsmg, mgmu 2 flen YHwemer LUnESEMSSILGL Hlameoulled 2 (Heum@Ld
Sleuew 2 efGeu @66y 6TeTUSTGLD. eﬂsuuu@&,mjg,@m Qefleys semeu oI BEHILO6TM @&,Qm&,aﬂw
&g Qseafleurs  CeueMUuGHME. GOOWL  HeBNSGSIULTIOGCEL  CHTEUCVET  SH6iTe6ST  6T6OTLI
u@&;&;uu@a@ SUMIGGHW  wefg LTS mg&&uu@mmg& G SSTLHGEHME.  ATF6T
LIT60TLG UL 163T, G)fﬂ&ITUG'(DGUM QG  Q&HTMELS  &6BITL 601631 sug)rm@e)_@ SIHSMTSHSH60T  &6UMIT6OT
LIWLIGOTUML g 65T 2 &&OMGLD. @Qmi@ GCameuevesilesr 2 ulj p&ler (W61 @ufleunss S@BHSULGLLD Hsmew
2_(HeUTHMmE. Q& enewt

SMpL R CaHMeng HeoHm Hevlbdl

SOOI H6ITEUEHT 6MBHUIG| &6,

QameTm, NFHIDL QBTEITS [ThG" 6160185

STEUEVEN Jals SHHESTLHM CHTELEVEYILD

JOUGL 2 6MEaTHG| 6TEU6MNUIG (PIgH& (CSBTEMEVESHENE SHTenGH151 - 155 )

Qg @Qelleys &emeu HeoNibLfledT  SieueLLDTS L (HLDGLEVMH, SIJHIIEL MWD  FEPS
SNt GamouTGaEsner QeuaiuB &SI SHONLTS HMLDSHMDG).
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fevbLlleL @Lp6 & Gemel

QUMPEHMBUNL QUDM PSEILILDTET 6iTemm QLOLILSTL 2 (HhAUTGD SWDHS HUIT 2 6u0Tj6)]
Qe aaUGEHDG. SaTEUHUIlET TDEME (P(PEUGID QLpeld  SFmeuuner QML FFSWITeT
QeueNuumL e Sl CoHTaIE6T Haummer UMmFUiled Q&M CFLaIGmS QLOULG (DG6L,
Sleuest 2 uNempCGul Q&EGLD Hemew euemy Setnemid CGTLFFEHWITT GULOLILIGHEDET SiDILINSHSHMITET.
Hewuielenes QIOHE (b CILIGTTEmN6 LO6THEnEL, 66T J@ILONGGD Gevlemid, CeuGenert, eumLpeesr
BemeowIMHm FHeoTend S &HIIsner STUNLSHED QYLPLTEE H&SHHSHSIL(HEH6TME. @& 6n6 |

eT6OTHIENEN QFMELE0! SI(LPEUMET SHETIEU6HT - & 63T

QUITETHIEhE MU QUTBHHSS SLEQS Q&merern,

Besromest, e1pHI HlewOLOS) euT6T(LHSLD

SETOILIGI! 6TEOTMEUET SH65u16u8T] 6MSIITET LOTMHM -

S(PCoME), HeodHein ailphgl, QHUNEDLOWITET SH6dT SevwTevedt

QeTPSHDEW H(BHSLMUS HlENETEUMETEMS WIMHLIMHMLI

LS SPHE TWHHGHSTE LT GPTSHSIeTTs,

CI(PASLHIEL D6V 2 6TuIH6E, QBHENGHES' 6T6OTLGLITEUTT6N. (2arfdLd eufl 60 - 68 )

6T60TMI S(P&I Ueob W @QLpeld &emed Qi SelluuL L Huwions L Hoeim, Feps SibdHemul
(HTHGD QOMEVNS  LDTMIHMEI.

ey MEF6UF Femel

SlNF6Y 6TEITLIG| LD 2 6Mmen&Fe0, GIUIPD, GCHTUD HPHWeeUDHMTEL L6flg 2 6MengHled emLBLD
SeNoner 065D YEW. Comeucveilesr SHWML WIEISHMHGSL N6 Hesueuurdluilest LOETHEL 6T(LHLD
2 IJEH SIMELGHET MFQF FmeUTS QeueiiLGHTD6T. a6 Gl ChTES ClFeLayILD
LILIGEOTLD, SI6U6T 2 6TeNMh% &H60&HSHH6H QeuaillLMLTe HenHMEI. &6t

QeTLm HMmisewTed] QL 6Tl UG CLPLD&S

SleTUml eueCHIOHMIS SN W&Heilenyl GLmeL

LD6OTLIENS SHELTHMNMDM LD6ITEOTEUEST FHeUMlemLpLIL,

SietTLemesT QLOHCHeTILITE ieueud Qsmei(hy SifeIGeom?
HemMLO6d eNWleTLOMILI6 BHevoiLienes QLOhCH SIS

SlemmLeL SIMDEPLDAS Gluife Ml W&aNenyrGLITeL
LOQTH Hiflujd CHTedL LD6iTTTeU6T §eulemLpLiL,

SIM6IT 6TEMILD L Goumil wimedl ieeuld Q&mesn( ihleuGeor?
SWUWMI G MISETITEUET HLOELEVIS HSHLDELPLYSS,
MEBLDEMDFA] HIEOMEPLPGD HeUsmevll Ln&elenLlGLITeD.
Qeemwuler QanhsCaHTeL QG6iTesTalsi eumlenLpLiL,
Quenujld Qengeef @), Qenehg ghS ANUCELT?( HI6HTL LOMEMED: 34 - 45 )

6T60TM  FHIGTUUPLD  CHTOUPD  GILITUPD QST SHevoreonHullest BHlemew Sem&e ]  LIGTIILITES
QeueNuu@G&mg. Qsmswimiblencouner QeueNuur®, wHemgamwd &HWM Hspe| UNOIMRIGD CFLIed
Si6vev HFHluNeigl erpd STIOG dHjellenarunssd STUNLSHD MSSUUL (HeTagl. Qelalmaea s
&6 SHEUITnSlenll FTHMIewr eNG HlemeouNed(Bhg SAMABNUTET S6T6IONS 2 WSS HHME).

FeobLileL U(HHHF Femeu

QUHSHLD 6T6oTLG B &M0S GIITHSleT elemeneuns eTHed HemevQUMID SYLHE Ceugemest
G, HeolufamrsdHed wIGNUNHT eUTPHMS QUHSHE Gemauullet Smhs dHEHHGSHT_L TS
aNamGEMG. Cameucvenest @QHS L6, 2 HWNO(BHEH NVE HIMEID CUMDEHEDSHEDUI  HEUET
Caijey Q&g SI6U6T D6T6U(HSSHSHSH 6T CleuaNULML TS SMLDEMGI.
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LOHMG QASLE, IHel L Hng,

BOOTL H616E, “BHOMID UL FEa6;

NG SHEneLem QUMETHIUIT 2 MISHESLD

SN CHTeULD ST QHMLHS" 6T6u1é

GCoememgs S GLHCOTH Hem6rhI,

Curég srerd Ufihg Smm Qsmetetayn; ( BILUULS &STemng 103 - 108 )

Qeueurm Hestemest L (HLDELELTH 60T LDGHET6T LOENCLOGMEVEMUILID HIMNDEG C&Hmesu(H

AsIHOGHS  BDHS  QAUGHSWD S LUUGHDSI. SETIGSIHEG Qb
allLengwMhg Cuen @GIG H6T GLlgenws SHenemuillld Coiss ol eneoules
2 FSUNOI(BHG @flphg SDHOASHTEMEL QFUILI (PUWIID 3. .MEMETTUIN6IT FTeLEMLI,

“HHRISL HTHSHMEL CUGBLENMNG 2 HEMme,
SN 2 WM &ML LOHE)

&6LELIT 66T LMLD Hemar(pFHeL CaIds),

RhG I AEEHSHHU UTLHS 2 ulj QFGSHGLD
&myev BIL! BE b6

QUTyeL; euMPIGWIM eUBHHIGHID WTGLr (GMIH - 69 )

61601 GMIHASTMS ST (HD 2 Wflul  LI6TLITeTg|,  LM6IonqUl  LD6GT6sT60T  @DTh& 6L 60T,
CamuQuBHGCHe, &HemieusT &FMeneud &Sl LISHTHH 2 uNy B Seueolt UeoUTL Ml Herm
o 6MOTGHMS 2 (HS&GHME. SamamudHuilesr eumpeNlevlld, SiTFeoiledt  FHeummest  FHULTL  gHOULL
slflesaNgid QIBHSHSHF &mel HIHSILTS HeneoCuNEDEH. @QFaHmel STUNWSHT @miSluiev
SIMOSNLITETT QRGNS 2 6T6HSleL LSHHME).

(Dlg 6601

SleoUUSSMID UL FHEMEUUNCT HMEMGHIL LIFILOTEINRIGHENOTULLD 62 (HRIKNENSHHES ST (HLD
2 WHhG STUNLLTS SoLEDG. @Qefla QU JmEa QIBHSHSHD PIHI  EQULFFHMEUSET
SMNHHONUTEQD  eeaTCOTELToTm — MNetterlll  NememwibhGHId  STUNLGSH6T  6MIDUI 2 6WIT60I6
2_(HheUTHGH6TMe. QEMRICHTAIGSHET SULGHMSG @QIMIGED 2 6uIJaUTs LOL (HLDELEVTH], SIMLD LOMHMILD
FHenw Hemeopml (G QevsEI W SIS LwleTLRSHW6TeNT]. Q&H6ITed SeLLILHSMID &HT6VEHNG
SLHGIWHD wefg wHwrmg wOHMID &Feps  BHow  Heneaep Bd  AmUHES  sTUNWIDLTES
aNeMhIGHMG 61607160 SIH| LOIMSIITHTG).
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