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Nataraja's Dance: A Philosophical Perspective
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murugeswariharsha@gmail.com In the Indian philosophical tradition, Nataraja, the dancing form of Lord Shiva, is not
merely a religious symbol but also represents a profound philosophical conception of
the dynamic functioning of the universe. Nataraja's dance extends beyond the realm of
devotional symbolism and is closely associated with metaphysics, philosophy, Saivism,
and Saiva Siddhanta. The cosmic dance of Nataraja symbolizes the continuous
movement and transformation of the universe. Every element of existence is
understood as participating in this dynamic cosmic process. His dance therefore serves
as a philosophical representation of creation, preservation, transformation,
concealment, and grace within the Saivite worldview. The Nataraja philosophy occupies
a significant position within Saiva thought, representing the dynamic relationship
between the Supreme Being, the universe, and living beings. The image of Nataraja
provides a symbolic framework through which profound philosophical concepts
concerning existence, consciousness, cosmic activity, and liberation can be understood.
The objective of this study is to examine the Nataraja philosophy and the philosophical
significance of Shiva's cosmic dance, with particular emphasis on its relationship to
Saivism and Saiva Siddhanta. The study seeks to demonstrate that Nataraja's dance is
not merely an artistic or devotional representation but a profound philosophical
symbol expressing the dynamic nature of cosmic existence.
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Qs sgie wWHNeL BLOTRY, UFLAUTGHeNET @uisSs alqaIbTs &HSLILGEHMDGI.6HS
S eUd H(Hegly, avhHd Fammbd, SICITUTAID, JWISGSTHD 660ID CHTEHSMIGMET 2 MTHHAME!.
BLOTR6ET DL HHHUSHT HHHUTTHHD  Hetteoialiied, PHIeL, SiMealwled gy &lules
aNen&@GHeTmgl. HLOIHEL 2 6TTem HMeL&HET MGG BTG HENHELEHENEN, ‘CTEVUICUI6E HEMEVI|LD’ 6T6ITH MG
SevldL. SIUMMIET €60TM YL DHEMEV. EUAUTL D Fadl, ST 6UDd, BLeTd GumstTm QuUITSHeN6L
SDP&ESILGHMSG. Qeueumile) BHLUTRENIT WeThe HTEIL USSHT HL 6D STL(HLD &HSHHIUMISEM6
(B SHSHIDLE6TDG).

SITEOITL_6U IS 6160T 61658 & 61T

Holel SLlqUl ML EURISET 61() QUMBWITS GHILLT. FHEIT SHTETIL 6ULD, 2 LOM SHTETOTL LD
Qaeifl ST I, 26MTGHHI6N HMEUIL6ULD, &8 FLOAMMY SHMEGUIL6ULD, STONGT HITGHIIL 6ULD, Y6EHS
SMEHUIL6ULD. GLOGYILD LIGL 6UEMGBUITEI SHT6UIIL EUMIGHET 2_6TTer6ur
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feouemest  (LWYWSH  sLejems  SBEH UG  abg  BLOTEET,QedmelmeTE
§UeOMISLONGALD, QL O  aIeLeVEUEITHL  CuTMHM  eubhseory. LNeoTer] @6U6UTL 6D  6MIq 6UMISEM6IT
QL QMAL QUWITSEMTSELD &L Iq6o1). BHLITRT 66TUSMEG BL 6D PpHUSD TF6T eT6oTm] CLIT(H6NT
QamendeTmesy Hliflgal. HLOTEF(HL TS 6UIqEUI 6TETMID "BLOMRF HLD HLEUILD HeoTeoTGLD 6T6aTMILD,
@MU G &l6oTm6oTI).

3,6 HG &IT6H0TL6LLD

ShENHS ST 6UD QUEBLTEIML W She@eud ULGam BHIv&eNed C&FTeLGTONLILDTES
FaNWGBLLUMS, HOU 2 (HaUrsEs Q&G Q&HTHSHEH([HSHCTMMISHEN. 6Jen6uTil HTEHIIL6U 2 (1 eUMRISemeNLI
CumeuGel Qe SEHS STEUILEI 2 (HUUPD PG &HHHHSES QOIUSMSUID GHUSTH
Siemwhgeterss, wuleneo  Fel QeumisLemb  seufset  sThSHSHTeniUL (Beitenr  CMHEsmerley,
“FmL (PIqUIeL &mIensd, Heom, Nemm, Q&TEHMES, HmeoGuwim(® UMDY QeneuseneT Si6uNbHE (SR
Sa_aud QFuDd GCoussHeamGer &FmL(plg SaNDHG UHFMLS QUHBUDUILD  HeneV&6TMment”
T6THMMT.CLOGYILD BTETIE MSHET 2 _61T6r6nT. UL MSHUTNEL FligU|D LU (PSHSHENTULD 2_6IT6rT6ur. SiLILL
&IHH6T (6T mSUTNGL UMD 66T &FOMSQSTEGIEH UL QESHSHSTEHOTDG. QLG m&HuUlleL
@6MeL  HFHLIT QEHSEME. g & Bligd GisEwW Heneoulled &sTEILLGEDS Qb
Cammmsems HmBTaUsGSEIEF] ‘SHSLOU (LPUIVSGsT GCLO6L FTET MEUSSHTEMET 6TOTMID, ‘SILHISHTSH
(PWICVSHEMET g HHLDE CISTEHIIL T, 6TTMID FomISMMI).

@Qemmeustt (PG  (PHEOIL  Flevsmevuled  glqul  BLEIDTE  SHBSLULUGHDSH  W60HS
6L eud, Q&GMILILGET QevsEniseileyd SmewrliLbEeTmest.CUleTUD 6T60Tm QUITHGOT Sy 60TH&LD
61601  QFMLEIMEGL QUTHSHFHLOME 2 616l HDFHILITeN Hlemeoued @emmessT Slqll GTesor_euGLD
g&m[r)g, g,rraizm_s).lLb SGLD. Y60HS g,rrsu‘vn_s).l GCameuld BLTE6vilesT 2 (HeuUD 6EhEhT6IID,H6Mm6L &I
SIMEBIHMGIUILD  R(HRISEMTNEHGLD 2 6U0I6MLOUITS Q&@@mmg%mmg g,rrsoNLG)_lg, Q@Gmsvﬂasm
Gempy smevHHed CHTHMD QUDHMENEI amugju) g&m;r,g, GLIIEMOIUNET & ([HSSTGSLD.Q (G LULNDILD
Smeweor,  HmBreyssrsy CuUIETCOHNT eahe Sl eud GMHH Shiseafer UTLL&6N6L
LIMlg. W] 6TTeNTT &6,

SO Qev&HIWMIGETEL 6HG &ITEHITL6ULD

2 eSSl 2 UNTHET @6 U  @emmelssT LmL$HL, &THHL Cumeim CHMLACLS6I
YT, NSHASTLACLEET CLPEILD SIEMETEU(BHLD  Q6TULOEOL Hl6Tment]. Qemmenetien o4l 60  Hi&(LHLD
QUG SISMEG LWETURLD QUITHETEHET SIMETHGID @Q6ITULD SienL HedmerT,cTedim 2 Wiflul &(HEHmS
SEUIG LML VST CLPeULD USleY QFWIGIeTenTy S(Hepev. GOgID QLU “G6tsHs L@beupn  @GLbleso
afuyd  QeNssd 2wl qT(HSS  CQUIHUTHLPLD” (BTESTSHITLD Q@@mm L&) &LD- sn@uaa’ng
ST eu&H 6ot HLienL a@g,guann&;eﬂmmmj HlauGenr ADHG Qg UISTHELD ammeﬁ@@mm Lng)g)
o UNjsemend @Lileior AL 6T gL v Lfl&mmer. Geyid, €T1(H&F QUIDHUTHLD' 6T6ITLS Y 6HS
SreiLeusbdled  SMewiLLGL HIHEW QL& SHmalgomuwd &LEGHDE. Qeuaumoreard oL sHenern
SEMTHS SMEUUIL6UD CQUMHMIETENG|.

LOMEUTHET §&Fl6uLd

ST 6U& &mu 2 _(hH6umIGeNGev LOEDMGLIT (T, 6T 63T LIV 66D &UIT6DT & (155515 & 61T
LEMSSLILIL (HeTernenr. HMHUMISATNED STTLUGEL ML WTOTRISAT6H 2 650T6nLOLIGILIT(HEM6T  H6M63T6L (THLD
siwir 6)630T60TLD 2_ererner. HMUMIS6aT6L STewIlILI(HLD gl  QUITHETULLD 315 60T
2 L &(HSHHISHMENILILD, &S GIUHH60T 2 65oTemLoLl CLIT(HEMETUILD SemesTal(bD SiMGeL Geueau(hid.

WEHAFWILD 60T[HG &ITEUITL 61 (LHLD

BLJTR60Tl60T MEpLFIWMEOWD @(BRICSHS STL(HHM SHTEUL6UD SHT6T Y6THE &TEHIL LD
ITUN.QHhSS ST eld  Hevemeoll  QUTeTEaIDULGHCL  HouQUEBLLTET ST HweN&HeTmmeot.
LomewimiseNed “U&Eh&e0l eNWMESA] LUMS) 6Teisnild (Deslleufsel &TauUsmsenTs: QbhsHs STl elsbens
@emmeusit  QFWIS NI  6T60TM  LJTEID  SamISMSI" .66  wufenev. &ell. CeoumisL gmihl-
(QmMEUET Splqll 6T(LPEUMEBS ST LD, LI:8)
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geflsgeNl uGSs §UM STLLEGS)

SIMETHMG LRI STLILGI2 LD SlendHsH CUTHSHIGLD

(58 QeIMIUNTHEL G Senedled GLifledTLLd

Qar@LUUg (WpHevaubhlstT GEpds UGG "(GLIGHUIT-AFHOUT (DLDUPLDLO6NSCSHTEmELU-LITL 60-55)

@uumL_edled  HeuCL(pLOmsoiledT &l FHEHU & YP&HSHEL CIFWIENEVILD, SILILISGME  HTHG6L
Qeweneow|ld, HFHLT gHHW &  HeMHHL  QFWeneow|Dd,2ameTILl  Hl(HeUlg  LDEMME 6D
QEwemeLU|D,HIHHW  Sl(hellg S(HETEL CFWMEWD GOILUUSTES MLDEGTDGI.(LPUIEVSHET 2 (HEULD
SLEOTLOITENEUS GMISHHME).

L@MALLTLHULD - Heusm|Ld

&leuest QFILID BHEASTLHMELS GNSGHETM DEMMEBET RHEHTGD. QFHM6TT LIEHFTLFJLD 6T6TMILD
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MM TG WHEHILD 6T60TL *(Q&TEL-CILIT(H 6MT-HTMLIT-480)

6T6oTLG  QameLSTUNWT eNeTésd. emFeu &Fowl FTevHisamsd Bhel@ ANHS BHenmELomLH
LOMHST LEHFTLFJD 6T60TenID  OMMEILOTLA.IG BT 6T6TUs QhS RHS a@,&,ﬂd) &eveveor
®HG  QFMHlemed  QFLEM  HaQUEBLTEISE  BOEFHUMLET 66im  QUIWT  QIbhSHSHTHELD
FoMIQUTSHET.LOTTNSSHUTES] FleuLJmend CQHM_&&55S6,

“BLOEFSQUMUI QUTLDS BHITHEOT STel QUMDSE” (HlEULIJT6VUILD-Slig-1)

61601 QGTLMIKU|eTemI.CLogIDd  H(BBHTESSTEF (HLD “BLOFSCUMLIT  LSSLD LITIG U 6TeNTIT]
QUuH &S HetT QMIHUNCL HLOFHEUTUI 6T6ITMI (LDIGUD GesTemenil ML (PG MG

“LItoTemnl 2 eu&leaflm LUN6TTM LIT6USHMS

hevorewsil  Hlest MMILLG BOEFSUMLG”( S(HBHTEYSSTEF]- BIEISTD S(H(PEMHM-116UG LITL6D)
ET6THME).

LOESTEUTEF SR SHLHSTI,

“616060T SI(H6T el SCHTHLD, LDEVLD YHGILD

SUCT (PSS HEhFetT SiemLeumid- @eesilesTm)

BLUPSHEVT eEGLSIBET BTLTE BT A6

Sbpeon HIF Q&M "(LDEITUTEFHRIGLHSITJ- 2 6GoI6nl aNeT&HEHLD- LITL 60-1)

TeTHMMY. GLOGID S SeUMUBLD 6T6aTemID HETHMS HLITE CLPTSHSHSHSHD SMLDSGIHSTL g
BVEHAFUID §5FIUGHMS BH6tTG N6NSHEGSH M.
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SN&SHH  Ha  aplur(h  STRISTELWNS  HOLQUDM  eulbhGieTensr.FleuCILih Lo mevTlest
LIGOGUEMBILITETT  CQUIITH@p6T ‘G 6D  euebeomer  6T6oTm  Quwiy  WSed  UPemD  HN&&ESTS
Qmhalenener.bLImR) HHCWweNassT LLGCM SOLRIGTT SMDLILSEHL 60T IMIULL  allgeudhHed
QI UEMLDSSHLILIL (BETeNG). DML L 6TeoomeoniGLd, SLOLPG&HET SemeouNent & Gsmessiheitar LMHenM
UDETOMIHDG. QMmN Splgll  6(PaUmEs el eumusafled  Gufleruowiomer  Hemeoulled

@emmerstt Y (HUCH U 60HG SMEUILAUD. QhHS W60HS ST UGS CLPeLLD QemmedetT 6l6r|6vs
2 UNyselen HHGIUHMG ST (HAMITEI 6T6TLIG Sleturemidings Cgeilell QUMK 6TMHHI.
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