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akila.prasanna2011@gmail.com The Tirumurai, a twelve-part corpus of Tamil Saiva devotional literature, occupies a

distinguished position in Tamil literary and religious history. The final work in this
collection is Periyapuranam, composed by Sekkizhar and also known as Tiruttondar
Makkathai. Celebrated for its accounts of the lives and devotion of the devotees of Shiva,
Periyapuranam is widely regarded as a major Tamil devotional epic. Although Nampi
Arurar (Sundarar) occupies a prominent place in its narrative framework, the work
presents the spiritual experiences and exemplary lives of Shiva’s devotees as its central
subject. It recounts the lives of sixty-three individual Nayanmars and nine groups of
devotees, offering a broad representation of Saiva devotional traditions. This study
examines the Saiva traditions and philosophical principles represented through six
Nayanmars: Tirujnanasambandar, Kannappar, Chandeshwarar, Kochengat Chola,
Tirumular, and Karaikkal Ammaiyar. It investigates their devotional practices,
expressions of surrender, and approaches to the relationship between the individual
soul and Shiva. Particular attention is given to the understanding of Shiva as the eternal
and supreme reality, the development of Shiva worship, and the philosophical
significance of devotion within the Saiva tradition. The study also explores how the lives
of these Nayanmars communicate the ideal of loving service to God and how devotional
commitment is associated with spiritual liberation. The study argues that the lives
portrayed in Periyapuranam illuminate the close relationship between devotion, ethical
conduct, religious tradition, and philosophical thought in Tamil Saivism. The belief that
sincere devotion to Shiva can release the soul from the consequences of its accumulated
deeds represents an important dimension of this devotional philosophy. By analysing
the traditions of the six selected Nayanmars, this study highlights the contribution of
Periyapuranam to the development of Tamil Saiva thought and its enduring emphasis
on divine love, selfless service, and spiritual transformation.

Keywords: Tamil Saivism, Saiva tradition, Nayanmars, Karaikkal Ammaiyar.
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&S SMEIEUBL HHFHD QUTDEMSUTNEL GCLOESTETE@FLD €R(LPSOMTMISEHET (LD SHUWILDTEIF)
Qzuien euflur(hy WG, 26086 FUWHSEHT LvUDHMIET WeNgIsemer beTteamiubhsd, Goeomest
HeLAIMDENMET DL QUGDES 2 FHED FLOIWMRSELHET MFQI FLOUWID HMOWMUSTGSD. CFTS NPOLTS
Beiiml TRIGWL B&ELM HnhHHEGL QmalmeT WPWPUPSMH SL6yamesd QsTau® eufiul Lu®GLD
&6l  FOWID, UPDALGEE &FLWWDNS &HSULUGHGIDG. QFFWLSSHeT CHTHHTI LT LSS
usttell(  SHPOMSEHD  H5HFHI6USH CHTLUT(HSHETS LHEIT6iE M6 HHSMHE FTSHHIMIGEHLD
lenmis) QUHHCTMG). §&8MHS & 6ot QILAIGW 2 _UNy&eT sTeuQUTM) LITE & & 6016TT& 616D
NeDISSHLILL g (FSHTMG  6T60ILME MW (PIGHTME.  6OTESeMeNL  LbHSH &S (HLLS)
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LUTESSHMEN&6T. SIIUTESH Hmeu&aied(phdh aNHUGUSNSG Qenmeerilesr  CILI(H RIS [HENEIT  (&63uILD
2 5 &Hleimgl. Qemmeustt HHmMie mLIl 2 UNTHEHSEGE AGBST QFUWD QUTGBLEH USEHT6TSSMed
uTggHSenenseanest  UbhGHSHemenm SIMILUL.  QFWKTOT6.  QUCLIHRIGIHENETT  GEWILD  (LPHELTH
@emmeuesiistr CuTgONIcLL WHMID HADUNWOLSmET PIMHE SMeums GChHTHESHLTSHS C&Tei(H
SIMLDHGIETENG HL_(H6nT.

@uur @(pL..g)

Opeur wréemsll QuCWITaTSW  HeuQupLomefle (WWUPSD SETENLOUTEMETUID 2 6ToT6nL
QevseamIGmMETULLD HSHHMHS FTHHTRGEET NasEGHHTDE. Q5SS UG CHTLUTL(H HITELSEm6T
o ufflesr QuicvNemerd LTESHHemensefest @uicLNeneorid eNeufl&HOIMG. LSH6TenE HESMHS
FNHHNRIGE@E6T QWIS CHeu BHMIeTles Lomesureurmss ShSSHIeNMULT H(GehEH Heurdsmlwimy
SiGpail  @@our @@omU-.G B[O USSHS HGHOUGILTSESMETLLD LUSSHIS &([HeUTAFILIRISEDETILLD
WomGW QBMEILSTGD. LUTFHESCL QemmalsnssT ML WD ULl 66TUSTL LTE @60&HE6m1S ML
UGSS aleamalal uGHwrs Qgeflaln dhEHHSSTLGHamEH. QbHeneoGu (WHH CGuml. 2 ulijsern
SoomleysnL g, QETHOUTHL LGS ST LTEEHTearsSlenst SenL b 2 uljeHer rmihg HObHS
MNesr LS HmeL LS UNETT ML F6TMH. QHG EHTNTHMG aNGGLD Qemmeverilerr @uicvLTeme6ur
WHLTsS Q&meni(h @bmTed QuIMHMULIL (H6Terng).

@ enmeussfleor @uieoL| &6

2 uNgsen HmeNsmaTs Qarau® QUTGHATSmeT AMEUSTEOL Si(PHS SINEBTDG. LSGSeULDOM)
SlEhEpeag  QUTBeTsefleoimed  SL(HeoiG HLHGWD 2 uljsemerl UE  @HIOIHHTEL  @edmed6d
QL QBTeTHeTmmesr. Q& Seussiledt  CL(HMRIGHEMETT  GH6WISHHN6TISH ST (HHTTMS. U6 S
SIETIMIGET 660 MBS WILD SLIhG! HOLIEUET 6TTLUSHTEL 366t SH(LPHSTLOGeL Sileumssr. @utevl
60TUSMS FH6TenID  6Te0Tm)  QUT@HET  QETeTaTUIURHTMG.  QUTHETHemeT QUMM SIMILLD
GettemipuNenenr CQUTEH QUICLL (HLG& Q6eV&HSEID) 6TETMID JEBILIQISH6TTHET JIMILD F6aTemLOUIN6m 6T
iy @uieoy (QFmeHU  QeL&HE&6ID) 6TeTMID  UGLUY. Gupmle] QuT@kermsn @Qenmeesiest G&memL
86V &56TS 60 S,

"Gi% G601 SILDEVETT CEFMH [HITUIGET

(LPSHSH60T LITDLITEHT 6TeIDQUIUIT (LPIgLuim

Geumihlest mIeuTSSHetT eNUTLSD @6

CumIb @ETOTGLD 6TLD&HG 6TDEOLIHLD." (QUHLIT.LIT.2:10-14)

(TEOTEILD  UML6D  eufl&efledl  cpeuld 2 6wIFUPLHTMS. QUUITL AL GO LU (Heiter
SHETQUUISSHEUEUTH, Gl 2 L LDIN6GEITHEL, QUIDmS 2 eallesiennged, (PMHMIITHL, @uicoLTSEGeI
uTEmISeNed BRIGSHEL, CUIhHET 2 6mL6emd, (WPigaTled YMHMEYHL ML, 6UFLDINEL @6ITULD 2 DL 0L
QAL 6TEToTEUMBIILD Qemmeuctilesr HMLIL @uicoLGenen eiflEHs FamSTmE. Q&ener,

"QUISHTM FeUU|CLD LHEU|QLD6HIT G6mIMISEHD eN(BLOLBTLCE" (Hl(hEhTer.CH.1.UM.131.1)
6T60TMILD,
"6TL_(H&QSMeL 6vMDEN ML GILI(THRIG 600TLD" (S (BBT6Y.C8.4.LIM.18.8)

simId  Caeumy  WAFILTHET 2 TUIHHIEUSHET PO  STEI(PIGHTMEH.  Qemmesst
QuieoumsGeal LIMFMIGETDMEUEH 6TETLISTEL STl 6lg el6uTedl heImstl. Q&&HSSH @uicLNemenT,

" {6TBTEUIUITEIT SHETITLTUI ILOCVEDT &6TOTLTLLI" (& (®BT6Y.C8.6.LM.73.7)
6T6OTMILD,
"SIGHUTL (LPGHELEUEIT SLD6V6ETT GIL LOMLD" (&ih.C&.7.LUIM.94.2)

STOTMILD QU@BLD S Upemm auflGefed (LpLbLeVLALeVT H(HGLD6N 2 6L ILIEUSNEI 'SILDEVET 6T6TM)
GO (BU  umqujetarangsd srau(plgdHearmsg. Qg GumeGer wWHM QWIOLSET  GMGSHID
WD USHSHIGET HLOSGE FT6TMIL LSTSH6TME.

Int. Res. J. Tamil, 72-75 | 73
IOR
Q{ESS



Vol. 8 Iss. 4 Year 2026 A. Akilandeswari/ 2026

25gIeNss CASMLIy

@Qemmerett e(HaICET Slelmen elmIRIGLD 2 UNFHT U @QeualfauBd Hemenowimed Gaim)
GCoum QuUTBL&ETTS 2 6iterien. QMU HEMHCHET  MDHG HOUL  QUIOLSHET  SI6LEVITLDED
2 INF&Ceam( HMHGL (pammenGul QurGeanulevl] s6rml &HSLILGEHGTDS. @& ener,

"IEDEUG HTCEOTIIMIL" (§16)(EHT60T. G 5. 2:1)

6T6IM| QUIHLD HUEGTEICUTS &HHHTSHIH6T UH&TID eNGEGHHTDG. ASHHONGLD 6TETEHID
QETLNISHE (DS (NGHEOIL GIDILISEIILITT (PGET (PGHeNL QUITHET SHHATON]. GGG FLOLHSLD
CI6TUSMG .H.CPTHE eUT&ET, "9IGHGHINNG FOUGSLD - QHENLUND 6(HENWLG QFHTLIL AHHTEUS),
2 WEHESHHADHGLD QmMUMISGSUP6TaT  QSHTLIL:  HEOULTNGITEL  €RETMMID, QUITH6ET  HESTEMLOILITED
Coupmud 2 uNJ6@ 2UNPIGLD SHeTeMOWITEL o L emud @@UuUg. Qenel Qevmedesiest 6T
Quieolsen. @&IGal CIDUIGEIL T &6l QUILQUT[HET. CQUISEILT] Famid Qs S5 NGCLD
m&al §HHFHNMHG MG, Qsener 2 OTUS Halb Nerel@domm &GMd Heromy: "2 L edled 2 ullj Gumed
SELLILTNGUTEL  REFIMMUILD,  SH6EUTEueTIe  ([HSHHET GUTeLL  QUITHET  HetTemouNed GouMMTULD 4 63TLD
Cumgpd  samGemmeNud  Gumew, 2 uNféEG 2.UNJIHL  HEOTEMOWITEDL 2 L eimujld  @edeumm)
QomAur@e AU 2 Leormil HHmeon&Hil 4S5SHNGSMS (hFeu SSHFHMHSHLD) 2 ML UIGL." (MF6U
§HFMHE SSTMH, L.11) eTeoruFHer aUfling feaugpmer Curgsed CMGCaTall G &MU (Herearamss
&L 1 55T (H&6tTmII.

§5% Qum@permest  @Qemmeustt  HBTHWTECe 2 uNfHeL g NG  BRSTDD 601D
siMleygmiel  QUTBHSTOEL CuUTBHS Herm SINNGGD HetTemiouilemen 2 ML UIFI  6TETMTEYILD
L ETLDMTES6T SIGH6M6TT 2 6uuTTeUHELEM6V. )& 6m6n,

"...6T601G] 2 61D
PrIsT Hlemevsnld 2amBIGLD 2 6M6MUITeL" (@\(HLIT.LIT.2:5-6)

6160TM  U@BLD  Qeuetorum  eufluflest epevld SINWI(PIGH6TDG. GCogid, 2 ulflemGeo  smifluwib
@MCahSFlLmGsT  geromaeammed MBS  STHWULUEL  66tumg  Mleudleveney  6T6TMILD
&L &STLRHamE. Q& GMNHG. "QYLUSCHMTESTRIGL G SID  OTHD  USGSHID 2 UL
DTS GeugGICLTELGER! (LD (LPULPSELAUID 6TV Y eToMSSeMLSHId SiMie|daHleumit Qumbh
BHo&eromer. LD, G eLTUNNVID QRIREID &HJHST HeohaHHearm NNGHHTL0G
o2 Uy SIwng. @mmerd SiMesesMeumi, 2 uNFEGSUITmL (W&HeLaeT HMMeL SIBTHGCUI 2 6rTern
pemmenwmd." @aur @ou-g elfleyssl (heny, U.42) serm WhHleumeromgmiliie, C&.o4 SeUTEHET
GMOUNGHeON. Q&&smSHHT aUfingd 2 uNBEHG JANNGSH0l6T CQUTHL(H 6RETOMTUD 2 L 6TmU|LD
Goaupmud MM SGeTUfleusngs STEUPlgH6TMG. QSN FRIGTY SMIUI6HTTEI  SeUQLI(HLOTEDT
2 UMTHEEGL UF @MuSSTed ABEbD Heweo &HiHSI.

"olemeuGl HrGesmuimis, Q@ eNenestuiest

CursE eugey Lfll, oy emneuoruiledt
Féan Qe MG AHTCH" (§l6UEhH 6.5, 5.2)

6T60TM| QB FHSHHTHS6 cLpeold 2 uNfHer @paleneruilermed GUMID MUY, @mUy umHmlw|Ld
ingss eeaid AMeumHML GNSSID JMBHEBTETET (LIgH6TDS).

@IS 2 LISTIRISET

CLOGOTM]  LDGLMRIGATTEIL  SLETIAULD, &6OTLOLD, LOMemI  6TeoTLIET  SiMeTNeLeVNE  FLLGQLIT(HETSH6NTS
SHSULGEHOIDG. e UGGID QUDIQISHEG SHSHUDDMMOUUITGD. SHETML M6 II(EhEHTEIE
FLUQUTHEMTHMGLD. G, Siemer siflamLwl QurGelensnd &Smomes CFem GCaeaudhevemnev
6TEOTLIENS,

"(pLDLDEVLD FLLDSIEE)] el @enemioufes B (@@mUuIm.Lum.1:26)

6T60TMI (D LML euflufled GO LU Berengl. 2 ully ep QUI@HEmaT JMSHGTMG. i)
SLQUTGBemeTL QUTBHS ANKTME 661U GNSHGI, "SHewviCewimail Couml. seautlemwmen reimaGeol
Qaetm SUIQUT@BsmeTL UMM JIOIQILELG L6V, SMPEID G STETHS Sl  HMU|LDMUT6ST
SUQAUTmeT @[T o 6imen  uplud S Ml Ceusor(Bd. HuHID  Sisueumm  HSLDEUS6Lm6L.
Santlemimel SILGUT[HemeTsd STanGeussn(HomuNel HHMHG @B RENUCUTHET HENILTS Geolur(hLD."
@@ur Q@ou-g @QUTEGBEROTULLLD eNflejIuld), L.20) 66T 2 nFWTAFILT CUITETEN6ITUIT HEUTSH6IT
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G&OUNE &My CHamUUl(herer G HHIGSTgmensh Qaman® el QUTHENTS  elemhiELD
QenmelesTs SeiTmLDUNNETLD Seu6T CLMASTETEHLD ST (B 2 LUSTIHMSUD 2 6u0T (LG ST EI.
@\ & 6m 6,

"SIEYILD HEIENIHGS ST (KD 2 aTbGLeL" (HleuEhTs.gd.11)

serlu(p  HHHT QFTLfled  Qemmeusst 2 uNfHeNedT  SEhEHTEOIHMS BHHE  SIMHWLD
SHTEnLOUNNETT DLW QFUIK MM 6T60TLNGEF HGL g ST (HHeTomy. P QFIGC ST (HLD
2 LS eTeoimId QFeNaym 1BSSHSST_HHTMSH QSHOSTLI.

Qemmerett 2 uUNBEG o ulgmis oL ems Herm Seueuily Siblud  QuTGLEB  STamib
o LSMISHenen LGHermme. eefllQUTHCTEH &alqul SHewviClemmenulen, sentlemei STGsm C&emm
SLQUTGBeNemeTTl UMHOTH. Q&6 ST6ILD, Semed FLHlemeoulled QEBLUSTEID SHeUMeDM @6m6uulh &l
QUTBHG MeUsHS eeUCUTIRET CHemed 6TTUFSTEID PGD. GHEIMEL HMeT ST (HLD 2 LSMILD
Qb QeomeuGer 2 uNGBL T 2 Leoimil Heoim STEnIHmeOU|D QFUIHGTDTET. @&H60T  CLPEVLD
o uNigmerg  SiMley QUMM  6TetTUMG  HFLIHSTL(HHeimg QbmHTeL. Qemmedsst  Gurmiey
LML SHEUGT  6T6OTUSTID  SleuetlledT  (DOMITTE|  (LPHEVMSH  6TEHUIIGMIMRIGEMETS  CSHITEHIIL 660
T6TUSMTEID  SIUGe HHHWIL QUTBOTEHAD eeall QUTHOMTHED EINOTHRIGH T  6TEOTLIENG LD
§l5gMhg sMHHIHIGHT GOUINGHGMS).

(WPIg.64600)

ug, u& ~UTED  ePETMID  SIBTH  QUTIHET&HT.  LUSHIWITET  @6MMEUEST  6T6001(S60IMRIS6m 6
2 oL Wweuerr. @uicbNCGev HmmMieyenL il Qum@erTer 2.ulj HBTHLTECE QHTL(HLD g 6o0T6U LOCVLI
ummlentmed  Ulullemenr HOWIMDEL QHSHTMS. @weolimmisoimed @Qemmeusst 2 uljsener oL (b
allevd HmsaNevemev. 2 Ul HeoT  QuICLTEHLOUIN6TT STIEILTHED  NIHLUSHET SO
QuieounsGel epettemmE &MIHS HDOGSGLD HeoTeMOUNTTEVILD 6u0T6U DL GHHEMEUTL LIHMIKTMEI. 6TRIGLD
alwmNgs HHGWL Sememwueammed USEGTESHTID 2 uNjsEnsEE Qemmeust  SibeTflhg
weoiuMMInes HHESHETMTe 6T60TLMS Q&HSL(H6n] euTUNeLTSH HMHSHICSTETET (LI H6TMGI.
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