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This article explores the mechanism by which the literary endeavours of the

Received: 08-01-2021 numerically small communities in Eastern Sri Lanka operate as the cultural heritage of
25“:’;‘1‘:;51‘8_40‘2_0220121 those communities. Cultural heritage refers to the behaviours, activities, materials, and
Published: 24-04-2021 traditions maintained to identify the identity and continuity of a community or race. In
an environment where cultural oppression is being shaped as a political practice, it is

felt necessary for a society to retain its lifestyle and identity rights. It is both essential

m and at the same time challenging for a small community to learn its cultural traditions

in a multicultural environment. The majority culture is being generalized and the
Check for cultures of minority communities are being transformed and disappeared. In this
hidates situation, a community has to keep its heritage domains in practice to sustain its
existence. Language and its art - literature, are paramount in these domains. This is
because the identity and organization of a community are primarily based on the
language of that community. The numerically small communities of Eastern Sri Lanka,
such as the Vedar, Kuravar, Burgher and Kaffir communities, have distinctive language
practices and literary works. However, in the context of the majority of Sinhala and
Tamil communities of Sri Lanka, the learning of a small community remains in crisis. In
this case, the article outlines how the literature of these communities is used as part of
maintaining these identities. This article also highlights the use of cultural legacy for the
existence of such communities.
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(LP6OT D) ™)

BLOG &eps UGIUTL (R eUMDEHMSUND &m0, QeUSSHILRIGELHCSHETN (b &H6vilHGleUDmest
QLD QméEEHMG. JHSHHE &TLHST 2 Lelgd Fepd  SJHEL ugUTL (B FHLpeL a6
STESRISEHL6T UL ESIUGL  QevsSHumgeilsst  UaNEeT  SHEHHS  STLSLLSHDHGSHIW
QEwpuTGHemeT  PRIGUGCHTEH W hHHCUTL  al(Baidme. smeal Fpssdlear ol (HL
LOLLIL&S6T; &e&SS6 ol BULINTEMERMILS SL&HGET QUTSHE 6USS(HLLIEDE (& 6TEh6& U6,
&1.2014:6-7).  @UUEGTCL  QevSEMISneT @6 &FesSHHeT LGILTL(H  LIYFNOESTET 261l SHLOTSHS
&SSO SHITTEUILDTH T ES)I.
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Q&5 (Peogulled, Qeommauile &HPS@ LISTEISHD (HLPSHLMIMS) EUT(PLD  6TETTT6TNHMSUTIED
GMDHG FCPSMIGENGIT (numerically small communities) @QEVSHUI (WPWHESET Q&FFeNSmIGaTs LG (H
LIYfMW&eTES QURGHSTD (WOmenD  BIMULILGHDE. Q&S (HnIESTeT 16 SST6) 86T
SsHeomemauled  eumpd  Geuly, Gmeuy, UDBRIAWY, STARWT WA FUPSRISETILLOGHS
Qemausnaiiicd SIE|&WemmUTled HFLL LU (heTereur.

ussorumL_( ryiflenw: WBmeLsEmHD L (B (56T E & (LPLD

U6 (B LOPLFl6nLDd 6T6TLIG 6@(h FCPSHHH6T 6LV QETHE6T DL IITOTSHMGU|LD 18 60T
QaMLjFfemw|d SMULUGSSHID 6usnsHUNL CUEIILBLL BL SENGHSHET, BHL6UIG &HENSHS6N, CILIT(HL &6IT
LOILSNENS GOILLSTE NS MG|. LLTL (R LIYFnNd HneoLpsmm &mneL (eIl LSFULL (B
QHTLIESWINS, FUNSRISETOID, G(PSSMMYID, FLPIGCHDUOL, QUINMS  eUFEOTMHHIEITL T6dT
oaril_MUL EPLMEeYD WEephmaumssd  QeEwLGEHDS. Q& HEFNSSEHMETHT DL UITENHMS
SeM&HMmE. CLID  UGITUTLE  UL6UMSESH  SHeiienenll 2a5GeN&H6TmE.  CHT(HLeVTTST
@uuesoum (B uflrHOL  eumpL  wIYflLWTs L WTAILESSLILGHDE. @@ Fepsd e
eump  wryfleowwns QaTaTaULEL  UETUTL (G WLIYHWEET SL&EG6T Hevayd 2 L INflejsenmed
SI6L6LG WHADTG Fewsl LfleNeTymed WMIGSLILGGCUTE GLOMGELSET 2 (IheUTEETMET.

6NG QUMDEHMSUNGT &FHHEHT TLMEVGMENE Felpd LGIUTL(H  SLLmLLSSEHLD  NMLIL
SO WTeMhIGEECL  Hijsulgg eNhHearmer. BrE, FrdH, wHW, QT Coumur® WSHESTEIH
LeLEOI6TT Geumum(p 66mIy SI6UTH6NG) MoLfeyiermer SIML_ITONTHRIGE 61T (Wstrenmis &
SILEGUPMDSE@HLD EUGT(PMMBEHLD 2 60D (L (PeuGIDd HHLPHCHD 6 SesTmen.

UeUTL (B SILSGWD 6 ST BHeOL (LPmMUITES  allgalmsSUILUL (Hal(@hh  &LpedleL
@@mal] Hrer NGO aIMD&Em&SmU  (p6erQer(hliug QU@L GCUIITLLIOMSeD LI Hurse|wn
QBHEDG. SGIQID LTSS FeLp&HEFFPe0le0 LT (B CLm&eL&er, (pramUTGaEnsE bheailed
2 uNFeumpeuGy QUL Frgemestgmes (Athiya, 2018, p.64).

AiHeneouNeLSTET (K FEHSLD Gt QLML HeneolILBSHSQASTeTeT G6v1g LOILFlenLD&emens,
QaMLihg uulealed mauGHHLLSET eufluid 2 aupuuGHmE. @S0G (P  HLhEHemeoTuITs
SIEMDAUGH R(HEU] HMTFM] &epd LU (B eumpeilled iflenwger QeueliU(BLd  Senmigenern
SINHGHQASTeTEUGHID LfHSHIQSHT6TEUGHILOTGLD.

&Lp & &6vmi6en & ull6or 6T 60071 699718 6 & UTl6L GOMHG &CLP & Mh1 G 61T: Quomifl
SI6DLLITEMLD

Qeomien&UNesT 25 MU L MIGEG6T DL L &S, HHCHTEIDmMeD, SJDUTEDT &L CLP6TM)
LOTOIL L RIGEETLD 2 6T _&&ll  Hip&H@ remanGly  SHpSSHehiens 6Iaa|bd  SMm&GSLILGEME.
@QmE@ QuUEBLUTETEDD  FEPSHLOTS SLOPTSEHD AGSS Heneouilled HLOIp GCUED (PerLEOIDSEHLD
MM FRGETUTSHE@HD  STLILGHTMeT]. 6Tetilgnild BILemalled Hmiserneuy, SHLOIPF, @erveombliy
safHs Geul[j, UMK, Gmeuy, STUNFWI, eomwuy, QFLiquly, &erj 6 @EHUSHSSWL GmuL L
FEPSMHIGELD QUMDHE 6U([HHCITME. cTEUuuNSHMSUND GMDHS Hlemeouiled @QHLILIGENT SHMEUIDTS Q&
FCLPSMIGEN 6TUIEINSMSUND GHMMHS FCLPSHMIGET 61601 6MLPSHSLILI(H S 6TTM6T.
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SpsHeomimsuied Uiales Glsenmer Geulf o UL uphi&wly, sMAflwy, Gmelj Q& &eLpsmiger
QUMD  UBHGITMEI. BT IgeVI6Ten  66UCUMHEUIBLD  HLOSHSHMTET  LIILUTL G HeOL (LPEHDSHENENS
oL uferg QML  (PQUID  6T60TLG FLLUTESSSL QFeNeunsd o elengl. eslamid GCHAW
Qumpwing Folp, Smsend H&Hw QLTASGCHT aupsHSHed 2 dramsr. Qeuail(p GLMNSMGLGCW Heveai
BL Al &MESHET 2 L LU QUTHIHSLD6|SET Leed bl QUMISeTmerr. WLMILUOWD  SOIDG, Hhiseral]
ML @awmHsmer GU&D (Dervedld&eng UM RiGemer el lgClUl 6auam&bamauiled &emmbs
FOPSHMIGET UMTDHS QUBH M. QS6ITHTICUDNG 6TEHIINHMBUND GDDHS FCLPSHMRIGET HLOGHSBIT6EH
sevgglaunme  QLIH  QPSEGHMmes  CETag(BhHHID eunemn  Cuameudled  HEHHeL&mern
THIASTEENH eubHEHsTmest. HevCeusmengeafley Qemeu S L O L UDESSNLILSOTTESED QGTL [JEH 66T

6ThGeuT(h QLMAGGL @Uau® UGS 2 6oy eT6r&MMT] Fadl eum HIMRIGCHT (2004:17-18).
QFHTLIUML 6L 261 & WOMID UGIUTL (K% &emons  QFWMHUGSD. QG FUTL &S  CLMLHIL|LD
QumpAdueUT@GLD eeeTm)l WOHGOMTeTMIET aNenenCUTHATTGLD. CQGTLFUTL 6D LIGIIUTL 60L& HLSHME).
uedorum(hy eumiQMA wMHMID @evSEHWID 2 UL &meoll UL LSS eulfl WwHISHSmen &H&HMS
Gevgl:21). 61601Ga €@ FOPSHD THTCSHTETEHD  COMHFHSHEOMEIH UFFCPSHLD  THTOSMTENT(EHLD
NyGmeoTLomsn  SiemLwmend Ssseonsa|d ULGaim WIYflennsd &é&5H605E@p&HGLN6T  SILEIMILITSELD
DB NBHDS.

SHpsHeomiens Coaupaufsailld ‘CauLumamg  eausTaEE  QFmeolURD  Hesllgglelnmen
QmpIl Umelener 2 6Tengl. GmeujsHaild QHIm@ ML NFCWmsD @eter(b aUpSSHeI6TeTg).
CuUMTSSHSSHIW  uUPRIGWF WLOHMID RPNfES  eubsTeuldsemmer  STUNFW  (Kaffir)  FEHSMIGETILLD
SyGWIMed  (creol)  eT6OTLGTENT  HOULGOMPIL — UTelsme  eUpSHIEhH. Qemel  HHSLD
FepsmsaiemLuileomsr  Bremmbhs oL@  BHOL(PMMEHEMID  UMP&HEMS Il L FLRIGS6NT
&5 816&me&aM@ICL. LUl (B QIBAMG. 6Teflgnid (peitesry GONL LG SOD Hrisen
Fepsaumpeiiied &eoll] WOMHMID BTG FLLBOL (WPoOD&SaNL SO HRGeTd WOHMID I hi&Hev
QumAl uweturGL. el (WemUL(GSSUILGLD  Hemeoulled LFals QUMALLWETUTEGL &&HSemelLiLD
§55016GIIWLSTHEC Q(HHE UBHEHMS).

SGad TpHAUNGBSGD (PSS FHemeo(pemmulleren] HBHHHUIBLD HMEO(DPMMEET CHTMILD
Qemhg QNG  UPSQSTABE eI@eudmear  HeomwasGar udHaird 2 ererer.  @&gLPe06L
QQwmseiler §&&mealNmETsn eULNLPMMEEF6T LNTHTEUTLONEN 6R60TMTS GDCDTL 6ULPS G SHemernLl
Cuamid  HBPSGHGHMEL  (PFHeVMeT  QUPSGSTMIGmaT  QHTLIHG  Uullvalled  ameusH(HLLSG)
2 LB S MG

Sl & &levMmIen&HUlledr 6T 6uor6ul1%H & UL GBS FLPSMHISENTE LITL 6056

QamLSTUINLT QUMSLILGSSHID QevsHH aUmSMDSERET (UTL(H, 260, [IT6L, eUMUQLDMLA,
0§, SImssD, WPHAFTEL) UTL(HLD 6TY (FLOUS. @Nm.2017). UGIOLW QeSS  6T(LPSHSHISSH6NT
Qauiujem  memLufeomsmenel, UM (H&SHeNTeLMesTsned  6T60TUSTS B  Uflhg  QemeorhenGenid.
QUUTL B&s6T 2 uemlouiled 61(PSHG - UL 6T HMELSERESLILTDL HSLDSHSHINS  FMiJIhHSHeme.
MNetreT] eubHS QUTIHET ONeNES 2 MIGHET, 2 MIBHENLG6T LML 60&66T HHLDSGHIMSL LstuenL BHiggiL

Cureg QauigieN L er (Muthaiah, 2019) eT6oTLIT gy U1
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Q5 OGUDOWIMGSS, UTLD QeSAIIMGET BILLT] QeSS Qg eIRSEHET  (LDS6TEOLD
SSSHPODMDUITED QBHEH eUHGHIETH. @@ FePSHSSH6T MUY (PFHL @MUY eUEDIUITEST
eumpeilied  Uigheneoder GCHTMID UM eL&afleT  QFeLauTdHEG QerMemwIngsraGal @ hbHa
QUMEADG. MUY LOHMID TPSHSH HemeouNed @etrerIpd LPRIGD UL LTLEO&ET SihdhS
FepsHSlerr  UTUTL (B UUN6LOYSEHSSHTE  cTeM6DLOWITEST 261 &SLOME  @QUIRIE  6(HSH6TTM60T.
Qhsaimsuiled  HpsHeomamnsullett  TEINGMSBUND  GODMHS ~— FPSRIGETH LML ELSHEHLD
@&gepsnseg LT (B wryflenn ChréEsHed seusilsmull QummisTere.

apestenrj  GOWINLLLUG  SHPEHORBMSBUTNGT  cTOmENEHMEUND  GMDHS  FONSHMHIGET
SevilGgleunmest QLOMHIL LILIGTUTL 6mL_LI Q&T6vuriq. (5 S6TMEDT. 6T6oilemild BT 160 HRGETD, SLOUD Syl
QumsGer 2 HCWITSLTO CTAsGTS QEBHGL HeneouNer FHLpsHeomiensuiles 1eenidHemaHulled
GODHS FePSHGTEH QMALLWETUTEG offlwwmHCn Qsdmg. Goebd SO WOHMID Sh&eD
Cu&ld QUEBLD FEPSMIGEHL 60T SeoLLUMM eumpGealemqll FLpeOled QIUDIGSeTSH CIMLALILITEIEm 6T
DL EUURSSLULGUSHSTET  UMIILGSCaT  AHSHEHHTMT.  HLPSHOMIMEBUNGT 61650160 5Hn SHUTN6L
GOMHS FePSMIGH COMH  IN&HG GCUEFHL (2 mIWML6D) Uwleumliged WLGCWL @6t
QPSHOBHSAMG. 61(PHSI bheoL L Lullebey Qevemev. @bhlevemouNed GMHG IDAMHSmETL
Cuéaheneounled meUHGH(HSHHL CLPVGD HEHEHMEISS (LPlQUD 6T6TUFH 2 aTLUGEME. CUEFSHCLDMLAL
LWLGTUTL 1g6)  ep$s  Smeampuiamys sramuu  SG55655 SmeWmDUlmIs  FEUGLD
HoId GmOHhE QsraEn(h FLaSTEC QHSHAMEG. FPSHSSHET LLTH AHNINTTILIRISEHLD, (L 6T
SIS EHLD QFHemest 2 MISIILIH S GIE6Tm6uT.

@ihemeouiled  @QId  QTNGMETE  HTOD 26 _SHIGETES QFFCPSRIGETG  EUMLICLDTLH
QIGSTMISHE@HD, Qeaummlenr  HHNHHMES SHaMhISGEFCL QEHsHHIDer.  @elalmauiled FLMIG
QIPUT(H'&e, BL6T QenFlUTL 6L H&Lpe&eT (PGHeOlwleummiest 2a1_1& @UDOLIAILILIWLIETUTEHLD  ig 60T
CLOGLLDMS &epd LGUTL (B SismLwimen(pd 2 MISILGSSUUL (R euGBEHemmen. ‘@@ CHAW QeudSHleon
SlmLWIMeMDd eT6oTLG Sl Hett QOMN FMTHSHHIST6H (LPSHETENDUITE 2 (HEUTHGTMG|. (2015:14)
qeId af Sijs: ufsag FadHmid QRG sSeualiNnH@Giiig (Arasu, 2005). @QbgLNsoremremiuiied
HLP&HHLMRIMSBUINGT  cTENEINGMSUND  GMDHS FCPSRIGTH  RFl(h LML 6L&MeMU|D  ieummlest
LU (B (D&HUSGIQUSMSILD &(H&HHLTS QMG GCHTHSEVMLD.

SP&HommaUNL Uralss Gwuns  alammi@d Gealll &opsHld  QGHTeiTenLDIITEIGILD
6ol GlaIDmergIomen UL (R WwrUsHener @ester(pb LuNeLaIeL Q&M (h&HTMEI. &EhHELGENLD,
uTHGCEemeT, &IBS), HEpeUHCHN HIMomiGeNled FLMKG euflurhseiled Ceul QompluevemLdbHS
urLev&em  Luileveiled  Q@psHsiimen.  Qetmer(pld  GFTLELLIGUTEITEL  @6tTemml  FLPeOleL
Q&FLRGSHMCUTCH QAWML LWeUTL L UMi&s (WiaHmg. GCeuly &pssdled Qmhs
SO CPSTEOGIINT (2 SHUITESHET) UNLGD LY @6t STaliUGEHME).

urL®
wrhed wurGm

omBed) wissr LImm)

Fwreum (pHSmeum
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BLBHGwm B GG
BLLMRIS) BrESGWIT
LMBTES eurEHGW
SERHTES (WPHHLCLT

QuUuUTLemevs, QeML(B S @engujLer UmMg Celauigl. @QWHS SHLOG CLPSTEOSIUIT
LL&SHl6 (SBLILS6) 2 L 60l6L Qeuefluul (B 2 uMUm&sT QFmgyal]. @mi@E UML6D MM 2 enJuImL_ed
eteoLi6nT Geul QUOMAUNCeLGW @L bCumIeus GO 55658

LML 6L
@miewm &Gev @eveorm @etrentm @evreuteoTGevTT
HlDL6LT&EL MM LOMLIL6|Geot
SeohHummieuGer gy mEGeom
GMIETOTT &HEVL_L_65T60TIT
¢).... @MIBT LDGOTL_ e
SIGIDT 6160l SeLeVIENIT

@uur_edled eI GMmIETEG, HlbLeHe, HeoHHILTM| 6TeoTLEME  261T&H6N60  CILILITSEIT.
QgL HOG CLPSTmSHWT QL LALIITE| eugeorm) Q&FTeLELLILIROIMSS SHTEUIT6VMLD.

LITL_ 6D
Qomr QA QAT QeURIST euiT
oy e
Qepw  Q&msTHIM (Heu QeUmIST

EWim iy e
eur wrelw Hw ew (Ravi Prasad Chandrasekaram, (2018, p.51).

STUNHW Fewpsll UmLeomer @QUILTL 60160 Sieuf&Heng SLeO Liwled GMUNLLIuGHmE). ‘cpL LD
SLeOIGT GMIHmG CHre&Hs CFLQIDCUTH SIMIG STHMI, W, CauuNled 1HCalu(HLOTETTEYID
QUIELMLD. ZY6uTTeL BID GGELUSHDSTE 2 MmP&ES Ceoucui(hd’  6T6oTUGH @UIUTLe0l6sT QUITH6T. QRIG
STUNFWTSHET (PWSHHMEF) STV PH&ESHHHOD YLNFESTONN(BHE Sl MDSHETHED, Faedls
Qamfleorefsemaad QeOmm&sHE HMPSSHIQUTLILILL ST 6T60TLG GO 55 558).

LML 6L

Coy @evd Cgy Qpme QuHMESEGeonm Caiy
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& pembev giglev Grel
eur Qevd Gy CHd Qprs Hnen CHE

Gu&erv & sHsm Qevd Coiy

aNGWImeL HMHMTFGLD FUT6DTIT

Qeurevang CHLd QApres Csiy

Gevergev sLIMEHET QBTE GHTeTarvGeom smLISOT

Gamet Cahdh Cnhg &eu CHIJ

Cumjs&&Gaw  QmHuNed  Slmbhs @UUITL L  UMRIKIWIT  (POFUIUTTDH  lefFUTHE)
Fepsslenimed UM LUGEMG. WOLL ST eUaThiGemeT LSLDHG UM eufGCaimUSTHa|D LMRISILIT

BT eometTgery, &SLIFlEhEHT BHL MG G (HCoUMLD 6TETUSHTHOD LML 6D SMAME. QFH6ILlg SO
LIUTIHS SHEDELLILIGTILITL ML LUSHeQFILD @esHSINSES QUUTL 6D Jin6UmG LMTES (PIgHME.

(Dlg &|en]

Qumfpl  quCurgG  uur(h  ewliu@&mG. Cmplufler SameowmHul  @esHul(pLd
ussumLenL_ Gl QeueNUUBGSHHEMS.  6TmID Tl aieomen]  U&SHeUSFOLTTS  JeUTSHeNG)
&[HHH MM ELPSHELRIMSUNET 6TETNSMSUND GOMHS FPSHMIGTS COMHUID Qe0SHSHII(LPLD
SFFpesRGaH  uguTL(h  Qeuefluur(hsemms  Q@omsHeimer.  QeuQeueflium@aer  LegorLmL (B
wryflenwsenmseld  wryfleowssner  HmeoCumE  QFWWD  sSeMRSTEeD  QFwmuh &leTmedt.
QArEH5HHL H61G FePSMGESH LML L& UsumL(h wyyflenwuied Qumfl woHmibd @evsEuwis et
LwesTUML g 630607 LIl SICISTETENeYLD  &)6m6suriLim&edTment.
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