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ABSTRACT

Tamil literary tradition registers 'tinai' divisions which is "a language with in a language"
comments A.K. Ramanujan as it provides infinite possibilities to create in a finite frame.
Along with people in respective landscapes, there are a nomadic group of paanar who
visited all five landscapes spreading the oral tradition. References about the paanar, their
oral tradition and nomadic lifestyle are found in cankam literature. There are different
kinds of paanar referred performers, singers, declaimers, kuttar, viraliyar, poribar and
panar along with their female counterparts and characteristic instruments. Records
correspond that they were nomadic and visited kings to sing their praise and receive
gifts. Their female counterparts were called 'viraliyar'. The Bard community depended
on Kings and patrons for their livelihood. They are also called as 'isai panar' or musical
paanar. They are further classified into three 'isai panar’, 'yazh panar' and 'mandai panar'.
This classification is also considered as separate caste by some and separate sect by
others. These three sects of paanar are the ancestors of paanar. This research paper
intends to study whether this nomadic lifestyle, singing the praise of kings, depending on
kings' gifts for livelihood gave the paanar contentment in life from anthropological
perspective.

Keywords: Paanar, Viraliyar, Ethnicity, Poverty, Cultural Evolution, Nomads.

(LP6OTEB)| ™)

LDl &5M60S SLODE FepssHams Qealaldsl LUGSHGST (KD FhSHQeSSHILISHED, LITCITEHe
TQID QeSS WESefled umpe| QUGB UKIEG aUEHSHETMG. SNeufsHafem LGl &amevLiLeuis e
I SleTeNNG (W(PPOTLILTES SRS LeUT(RHe0, Qen&dHamailser aunflggsd GCumerm
QeweLEHeMed THUBSHHS QSBTEILQITSHET. LTI FeNSHSSH6) FhiGSHTL eumpaiuledled &eflGIL(hLID
QL SHenenT UAGHDTTSHeT. wmp Qe Bl urligames@h Qeufse BHTCLMGS &Hene0Ehj&6i

siateyd &L L LUBEeimen). LoeTen&Hen, Gmiblev etenijHen, afjjsenen  UsSLPHS UMg, SO
aImienheneusnilll CUTEHS QSTEILaUTSH6T 61601CMH QeLEHHWEF FTTMIGET WITQID @QelfeHenenl LLLD
Ny 5816 STLGEHMG. Slaujsanen eumpailed uILUTL(GLU Uigbeof§s GMHsH Q&sL (Henruiled

STesoIGLITLD.
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uesorUML_ (B UIqLoevf&S

"UeITLITL (B LIl LDEVTESH 6T60TLIGHI QHTLJFSILIT6T JMI(LHS eUaTTFHemWS QHT6uuIig. (h&HSHaTN606M6D
CunTaseT HemshHe GLlg QIS HMELMD JUTHSHNTSHELD, SLUD SLEL HT&STEHaD, LB6EmEHLD
CunaseT gp&ebd, Gumfler @LUQUIWITeTL (phengwl HeLew HeneouNed(mhe SLome HeneveniL
SIDLHG HHLDEGHET LIew HLhFHeo. Liev Qeslhi&eT e(h HMeuHSled Geuenmesnr GGmMHledlsL FHUL (R LNedTesriy
SIrflwed UL QuIBLILSeTTeL BTCL Mg &ermd moil Hlenevsnil &Twr(Lplg&MEI" (Monaghan & Just, 2000;
Monaghan & Just, 2013). QHUTEDT, LITETITSHET 616010 €2(h QMEG(LD 2 (HEUTQUSDSTE SJ6TUILD, SIEUTSe6rT6oT
QUMDEMBUTL 9iF 6THS ATl QTUSMSS SHHH. QUTSHET CEUATTEI Glg&HETsd eUMLDHS 6ot
BTCL M &eMTs SfhHeursent, QeLmed QL STVSL L SH Q@HE BHTCLMG&H6MTS eumpasnHGs
SIUTHET YeMFL LLLTTHENT, 6TTLUGID CHTEHSHSSHEHHSHTSH SENLDHSI6T6NE).

Qe HOP&EHH UMPLD BHEG@SMEUTEHET, FTLECHTLRIHSaTe GSGGHLUMU BHTULSS TS
WoDGW GRITSH, WHHTL UGHSNL QHEH cUHHUTHET. QeUJHET MG CeuaTen @lg&es
QUTDHSHOITHET.  (Lpervedlld UL Qui(bliflemmed @Lbeuwrd QsTLREAW Qeaufser  Qmidluiled
BIGL Mg &emmd el L ey @eiaurm @Qemsmid L6 BIGLMq&ET HETVHSHL Ljals QL misafe
Geuenmmetnn Gl &enTd QBhGHeUTHGar. & UmmUTL (B UigLbeogsFs uilled egmipsHl UTemSHUNed(bhg
NeTCHTESH &FHlhg N L L1 LeoTUT(H&6T L6 2 6166 (Bhaktavachala Bharathi, 2005). S4&60M6D  LITEUOIT 6T
Gmiblev  WeTeIHeME  Q@HHEH  MNevter]  BIGLMg&emsd AN QEHSSEOMD 616N ULSH(HLD
ABHSFHESTILE

L,MHMILILIEOL. HITELSEHLD LIIT V0TI & (EIHLD

QaTeLSTUNLID POMILILGSSNGES 206 QeL&HEMIGHMS QIGHHIENH HHCOCW WMy WiTeniy
SOM UGSGHUT] MIDCUTH SNFHL Fads i, umeny, QUTIBBHY, aNMed eT6m auFHemer L (HGLD
&MHME QFLEUGHTH QUUML 6D UMDHGI6TENG €2(h STVHL LGSO BICL M &S euTphHE HfHS (b
FeN&ESH6T  Hemevemuwll LNJHUOIILSTS QL&D  UGSHSLILL (H6Teg AUTHEpSHES UTjGa
ceoidleotn  GUNGBLUY  @QOHHSTYID  SHL  Hemeowlrd  uMDHSHSTES  GOILUSET  Hlemmul
ST6MI5E6ML & &T606M6V.

"Fo.5&(HLD LMEEII(HLD CQUITIHH(HLD NMedI|LD

SOMmL& ST_& 2 mipd CHmerTmIL

Qumm Qu(meueTDd QUDTSITSE AMeDRE

QaeTm LWICETHITEF QFTeotes LGS (LPLD"

SLOMILILEHL. HICLSET WITQ|D LITewunyeriledt eumpalulmesd GeDeOWDTSL UL DITNIGSHIS STLL &
Falgll QeUSHUIMIGET LITEITSHET SHhiGemerl CUTeTCm euMImOUTED QML & Falqll @6NESHEN6VEhTSH6IT
QeueiuB S gIusTES SMLHSHSH POMIUUDL  @euSHUID 6hRG GCUTEITEL CUTIHEHD 2 60Te LD
SLEDLU|LD KDL SGLD 6T60TM) eUMIEHLOUTIED QUMqUI 62(HEUEHT Gementll QUMM OELPe L 60T Q(BHG L6t
LMHEMTHEUEHET WOHMILLGSSHEalqUIG| (lankumaranar, 2018). 2_6Gol6enOUTL SihG CHISHSL Slieufaeaneon
EDEFH QB ®HSTID QHCUTL BICLMQUITEE &HOMS HflQs AQUTHELHE DT QI(HSSHSHMS
gouBsHH Q@LLG QeLESMGNEL LS6USTSHS ST6usS 0L &S 60Tmel.
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LITGOOTI & 61T (SMITBI6V LD 60T 60T & 61T

LITEUUII&6T 62(h &MLHHL GMIBl6L LO6ITEIT&HEMTS Q(HHG QUBHEUTHET 6TOTUSDGE &T60TMIH6
HenLgglenenest. HGGMleoT CLOMGCSH LempWl UL MTMHST(H Tl L §&esT eul_GLoM@, SJBTL& LOMHlew & Slest
Gameony UGHUNT HLP&EG, HHET UGHUNGT v LGHS6T, L QgeiTeamhaT(h Tl L &6 fev
LGS &6 ument] oL Sluflest Sp QphHs6sr. QUUGSSG6eMN6L Lmeuunyseilest &Il (h&6T SmeuuLiLi(h&edTmeot
(Krishnamurthy, 2004). Geuery LOMaUL_ L S&Hlevisiten Sl(HeU6060&HMSS &§eneLsnOUWIL LOMTES Cl&TEsur(H LIT6uoTj& el
L UfHesTeHea b, GmIBew L6Tnsg: eUMphHE QUHSSHTHED FTTMISET HnL SGHIETET6. LeLEV6
LD6OTEOIT&H6NT  Q&MEUN.(hh% BhH &HestensHmaGul Qeujseilenr Heieromselnd Q&meaoh W& UilbHs
QUHGITEN6) 6T6TH6NTM CFWIHUID HenL SHLCUMHMIETETG. GSMIH6L OGTETIHETS QUTLDHS CUbHSEUTHET
@b HMLGHHE FHTHIGET USILSNHEG Hevev allh QeLeVMH 2 MILHMEG HELEL 2 630T6Y QELEVTSHEUTEHETS,
BICLMQ &S  LO6JHemeT LUsDbhE UM &Falqul Hamed eauGLAUTS  Sleujsaller  eumpey
15SM&BWOSTIH 2 6wije] Ceumumenl g ShHHSGLD (Kiruttinasamy, 2005). G6TMMU HTLSHLL G Hl6L
&G MRS QHEGD QLD @eveorg BICLMe&aTe GCouml QL $SH60 LeoCILWIHS eUTLpaIS)
61556m68 Cougemens GGG FamHCOHTCLOT 9i5H06 CoUGmeTL|D SI6TENMI HTELSL L MiGaTe0
umesTjsef (LD Q(BHEH (HSHSHEVMD (Ramakrishnan, 2008).

@bBTeT Hmeurs Sevviesnr FMUGOFNS & (HEM6T SHMEUL
LITEL(LPEMEL &HeUTHeL GHMEsITI, LeoIMHMIBITII GmJHGLD LeLCI6V 6T
SIL1q60 HTLGCET], (NGIFITSH SHed HHL 2SS, LN L6HS

LLpeL&TemmLDL)
@ROGUS 2 1pHS (HRIGHIT DIHRIGE, QUMETSHMES, Hlen6TILDS 6

Q6T 8j& GIMSS

GLUemL Geuemev 2 LIL@Q60 Qeubh&Hens, LGeury SML& BT,
SO O GG, QBLOCUT &5Q60M(H (HRIGL 6T HMEU|LD
PUE QUBSHHLD el "

Qeuauflsen UG urejsefsst eumpelsnet ULLD Ng&5HS ST (HeUSTSH ANLDHGIETENS)
(Pushparaj, 2018). Sleuf&elent al(h S(B&SHMET FaemIuNeO(HHE ONMESHSFalqUl SHLAGET. &HeUFlEDL SHenIUIMedT
NS ST L HHIS HL5H5Falqll S6TenD. QNETHSH 2 L 6060 2 6ML LI HeMCUUT LO&HEI, Q6T Hlen6uurLl
Usmmenuwlll LaTU(RSSHSSalqWwIll umeeistt wemerell elmed. sHW LHCWTHS GLmUS Smisnil
B SHZIUHE HHMET Fenel Fal HeUSDEG 2L Sal Q6eL6UNE SOINI FNDSHH MG 2 6WILINS
SI(HSHF6] SHEIIL 6L eTeiTall HemSHUIT(HAUTTHET T60TUSMBHTH HHEUML HH HOUTHET 2_6T0I60SHFalq Ul SHTL_ &
2_6uuienLoUTleL Caugemermenild & HeUSTHE STLLLUUL (Retengl. QHHemal aumienid 6ThisGefLLd QbhEH S
98 STeusmans o siieaflLd euhCHMD cl6msd Famill URH CaHLUF umafHeafer Heneouwirss
STLLUULC(BeTengl.  oeteorgns  @QbHE 61 cpFrengifseilesr  auflued@®hs  Qeuaflounsg
BIGL Mg &eMT&S Slflu|bd LeobQuw eumpeiled Sialfse amiualsssd setend @QmiGs QeuaMiubGHm.
ueoUTL_ (B LigDeLJ&S ufed emI(LpsHL UMemsUNed Qbhg N6TGaITSHE Fhlhgh ML L LEUT(h&eT Liev
o _eiterenl. "HeNHHETND  QUMLGHS Hen@usCHTUT(H 2 00HMEG CUPRIFIL LTS  HLOLDSS SleoT
QgL uleory. Qeufaeer euAINL LD LMENGEIS, LMETIGLg. 6TETLILILL &I @Q6UT&H6T Qenaenil eUMLDEUTES
QBMEUILEUTSHET. Falg eUMIPLD QWi QBTTIL G LEIGHE]. G(PUTEF CFQIM LOSSEm6T
LAPNGFHTIEET. Q&G (PeTevL Umgef, amed), Faddy QL LAUMIQIGIEIH. QTESG(H FULAPSTUISS 60
Qurglemd  aumpe] QesErd® o flwg. HeeymLemng sUPSTILGSHET MDD  QUTLDESES
SETATUILL L UISETT 6160TM H(HSHGHID QhiG CHTESS S5 8!
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"QeuhCHMM HesTeOGIITE oSleuenhEH I & (hHLD

SHENHL 6L UMILILIND SMRIGSHL CUTMTE
Qumlemy HIMHS Lm&Galll G6TmsiLl
upwrh CHEW UMl GUTeLS

&60G6VET &HOHMALT(H STLATTHG HiflH (LD
LeLGI6LETT WIMEEMESLI LeVeUTLILI LIT6Tor".

SLbHG CFeoeid UTmHUNDL Qealbenuld QUIGLUGSSTHIL Lrelevenrd GCslgll LML L L
umesony&erflet eumIemLd (&6 (Kathir Murugu, 2009). GeuuNedlest GQalILGemEs &ML lqevld C&T(HEMLDITEITS)
61601 2 WIS QeTdG (D FUPSTWSHD (b FMymy WL GW (PGl Yeobl$ WD &MHMSSIL 66T
RN $50(BHG QUMDNEFalGUl QUMTDNEHMS QLMD 6l SHHFIUID CUTLDEMSEMII CUMLDEUH| SEUTH6rT60
ueUTL_ (' LgLDevTEHUNeN6sIS ST (HeUSMUI SIEDDHGIETONG. HETIDNTS eumphg ety eiiphs Hms
Qeujseag &mg. QUTEOONHS allgellene 2 enL WIf&HeT. Q&6 'Ljeve| eUMILI LIT6wr eT6iTLGleL OMLOF
umenL.  eiF&HFalqll 6T 2 6MLIIQ]  6TOILUGHSTT  QUTHETE  QHHH[HSSHEOMD. gy udedr
2 mWITARWITHET FH6hT QuUIHeT Qaman® SHMm Hevalmw eNfGHIMISGLD 6T6TUS. @6iTemMmIL
SMVGL L §H6L BHITLD H6WIGal MHL LMTEHSS Falqll Hlenew elleusmugemer Hleomseansd SieufsHern LD LT
AU TG TS, BSEPTISATTS 6UMDHG 6uhG eMNeuUFTuNGeT LEh&FSIH6T SHTIEUIONSG 2 6Tur6uur
c1g1e 6T 6TeOl6MIWIL LN $GISH SN HMSWD, @OHEH UL SHMGUD BHID &H6UFal M6HS &6uoIL
2 _6uotemLd. Q5SS QL LOsor, 2 etorswar 2 swuielsnn), HRIGLD i QuUTESHEHL 6T QBHS Heneoued SHevor
QL m&aMNeL S5 QmhEH CUTET EINELRIGHEMET 2 6WIEUTSH EUTHET 2 660Ilq.(F&HSHEVMD 6T60TLIGCSH
Qeuall_sdev QuUTBHEH HMHEGLD. LTeIgeT W61 16885 Falglil QFMAME QFIIGH QUHEH(HSEMDMISHET.
SlufsefiLLd TICUTGID WB6r N LILGME 2 fluwl Heoi Geionged CHMEHLD GMewurg.e0led LML (HeUSHMSIT6s
uEemg QenmEHemL|D CFIHSH @M CHTEL mUUNCD LOMLIq SHRISELL 6T TUCLT(PSILD 06U S (HbS 6T
sT6T &I QFIIS QUBLOUTEITHMILILIEDL UL STEmISHHL SHMGI.

"UEG 60T QUULG &eueLLTewn emUbBCHTeL, CHTETeU6D, LITEIIILOSGE &H6m6e06UedSHE) WITSHS

QABEMHSMLPS G6ing.e0 HHHIGHT6 CQHTaTE),

Quieouns aIMp&Ialqul Sajsailer eurpallulamey ST (hausmed @QLILITL 6D HeMLDHSI6TENTE (Kathir
Murugu, 2009). €@ 6UAWINTE &RG QESHWID (LPPEUFILTS UTEuHefeT LRSEER AHsLMss
STEUILILIL_ g (& HGTMGI. LML 60&6T LMg, WD QendssCHTH, S| CFIHSH euaTé S [bSHMMIsH6T
6160TLGH| SN (h. GLQID &FhE Q&g HemevalsT FHamevall Q@malHEGUNmLUNL HMbH ST
LITeLLDTS, SleUT&HefletT UMp&mEUTNGT LS Famisemer euamf&FHL LiquNed 1(HHSHIE CFLVSFaq L
&K uwLme HlemeouTled @\ (HHEH ([HSHMIMTHE.

§h& QeGHMRIGEHD SHOPHTHD UTEIITEHEp&HCEHET  Heoll QLD  ShHglemengl. LS Cleoresor
CLOeL&6mIHE HITCL&ETTeN FMILTETITHMILILL, QUEGDUTEITOMILILL 6Ts)ID Qev&HHIIE FrermsGer
QMG HHTIWL. CLYID LUDBTEIMI, ASBTOMM GCUTETDEUMMIGID LITEIIET FaMMTSL L6 LML 606
SMLLLUUL (ReTeng). usE QeusHLmisefeild Fal ngeushEHed, HTUICTLOMTEE 6T € (heFTest &b Hevs et
WIMDLILITEI(HLD, SYLDOUTTHERET e(heUNTes SHLUTIMDTHBL LSS QuISsSHDGL  SLO(PEHSLD
Qameu(h CQFUISHOITHET.  LTEITHET HeDELEHEHHCHELELMD (NG ITES HBLDHHUTHET 6T6aTGCM
FaMEVITLD.

WIg. 6D

S UNesT AOHY Glguned CoHmsorHul HMULLNGS QFweoLT(H&enens Q&Telg (Hh& LITEIJHe, 62(h
MG HleL @GMIBleL LOETET&HETE Q\(HHSEUTSHET 6T6TMILD, N6T6ET HUTHEpEML LI CUIFILPLINGIT STH6UILONS
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BIGL Mg &eMT&S HiflhH, UMDHS HMG &Haugal M6 CQeuealiul (b HMHEHGTIMEI. WUt QIS emeSHemernLl
umOi  QUBSSHLD 6T60TLG 6@(h USSD QUBHSTID, FMD HeLL HenevemnouNed @Q@HEH @LiLig
SAMNCGLMD 66  YeodiNw  Hlemev 6TRIGD  STEUILILIL ON6LEMED.  S6UTHETT  UMTLPEHMSUT6L
ChIQWITES STeuédalgll @\6TeTe0&HemeNLl LeuDINW|D, L6 LOGTETISHOMNLLD HEUTSHET HMLUISH FalglUl
QeuELHUNEITL KL &G  aTHDSWILD  SeufHeT uHe| CQFUIGIETOTTISHT. LJeUeOT&HETS
aNeMhISll  oeTeTf&HeNeT QaBMEmL G HTenUNeImed ShGeT eumpe] HAmbHEH QULUMSS Fadd
QaeToMeyIld, 2 5aTemDUTEL SEUT&HETGH QUMDANEL CETSHMIGET SMetT HenMbHHEGLD 6T6TLIGHIGEI 2 6ToT6mLD.
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