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Indian society and its collective consciousness are polluted with casteism. After

Received: 01-04-2021 thousands of years of suppression and exploitation, the margin came to the centre and
ii;’;‘i‘idlgloélz%é ) the other side of the history was revealed. Dalit literature gave insights about the dalit
Publisheci: 28-02-2022 life which otherwise is never written in a dalit’'s view. “Writing about Dalits by Dalit
writers with a Dalit Consciousness” says Sharan Kumar Limbale about Dalit literature in

' his book Towards an Aesthetic of Dalit Literature. Having this as base, this paper

m proposes to study Imaiyam's Koveru Kazhuthaigal from dalit literary perspective and

appreciate the life represented in it. The novel is set in an Indian village and the

Check for protagonists belong to the washerman community which is considered as the lowest of

bRdates the lower in caste hierarchy practiced in Tamilnadu. The hypothesis is to question the
collective consciousness regarding the inhuman casteist practices and demand change
in the life of the oppressed and in the conscience of the oppressor. Famous Tamil Dalit
writer Bama proposes eduation as a solution for casteism in her semi autobiographial
text Karukku; Imaiyam shows change of place from rural to urban setup as a solution
for better treatment. The real solution demands change from the oppressor too.
Limitations of this research is the huge volume of the possible solution to the problem
represented and the concrete presence of casteism in Indian psyche.

Keywords: Dalit Literature, Koveru Kazhuthaigal, Caste Hierarchy, Dalit Literary
Tradition and Aesthetics.

(LP6IT )| 6D

'$e0GSmeT  UDMH  §0F  eI(PSBTeNTHeMTL  FHeOlG 2 euiCoun(h  eiPBLULEGUCH §60S
@QevsEID"  6T6TM  QUMTWMISHDTT FH6wr  GLOMJ OIDCLL. @eusHSWmIGaNL STELLEGLD H601§
QUMDENLIEOIET 2 6TemIDG G6tTenid CLOMSEIL.  QUSMHIIIHDEGET SILRIGD @evsdilmiseaned L (HGWD
FTHSILTHADMG. & HUGUINJLNWLET  SIDIDLIW ‘560§ QeusHAISSH (H&SSULLGCL M)
Bemeowjd CbuTHL 66T S Benguled, “sn&allenesieh&Her, 2 Lpause, Wereu), pwif pHGWmfledr
ampeiwied GMNHs QFIGSGeT LPHSLOLD QeLSAIRIGAND LEHQUTSIETET6N 6TTMTEYID  Sl6THerileat
umpeNwIed SSHEL&ET (L (POLWITHL LIZUTSANCLMEL 6TTMISHTEN FoMGCEUETIIG U|6TETG] (Poornachandran,
2004). (PEL&ITH ShenhHleT 'LSHSTCUT, HHL Heugmisyet LNetemeruiles '&HLeo(pSGIGaum, umbpTeNeor
SHMUTHHNRISEEHCHT, QWSS 'Faufl'GCHET G  AHBHWIDTETEUTSHET.  §60l%  6T6TEHILD
QUMTHMSUTNGT  'LOGTIEHINEH  MHEHE"  6TeWID  QUTHERSCHOU  HeoNdsH ANHWCOTH Qevwinhs
ampeiied Famiser 605 QesAWSHeT AmUNieOUTGD. UmpGuimgl UHmTE  euerjhdH (h&ELD
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&ngé  Qen@enwouiler  QUIHEHEFTHIMILMGD. euaImeuTled Qs TeL  HOPBHTL lgeT  LNH&TLSH S
CaBamen  saueumer &MH SLLmWUTND WLMISGSIULL 2 FlenD&6T, MDSSHLILLL. 2 6516006
SICWTHHSTE  LGMGEHT (PSHeOMTE UMDm, Heusmhl, HTRSL600ST, WM sSHHFMO, @enLOWILD
EUEIUTIELET QL EHEMLOSETTEL  6T(LPSHGHISMMESL Udle| QFELWILILGEHDG. CHAW Sienalled LITSHHIW
56015 QeuSHWILD QsUIL GG, THeT LMMIC, 60&Fa9Ln6 QSUISEITL., 608aLO6TE TG, LD
Npamep eumeblBs), grem@Lomy eObGLEL CUTETD 6T(LPSSTaTIHEMTEL QASMLhG AUBL SHeueid CQUMHM)
QUMBEDG. @&FHLPOL SO QevsHWGHL §0H eumpallamer gyule] QFuDd GCrrésHed
Qemwsle CaHMGaum &(PmGSHeT Llerd CHIHeSHESULL HeTeang).

S  glauensd  QFML(GLD  &1H  gOmsFTpalsamer  Feall @  aNH@IsCHT,
G&ELUSHGCHT gHULL HefllulL ubflummsunssd &G Queons. &r1 QsThH&ELWD
2 flownsGel &GS (Pigud. Qeloumile] QeamwwiddHe GCanGoaim &g aer Lflarddled &efluile
Ghusder HapeseT aufumd Qeuauu@d FTHL L &EGWmMmEmar, 60§ euUMpaTlulmevL
udHe| QFUSME. Seueurm Ude| CFGHT euruileonsd FePEHHT Fal (B  LDETFTLHenIIS
GaeaealQw(puUSmgl. QUITEFmaTEGS Siauns QmLWIGHE SHmGUlL SMEILLGL HeFULML
B&HIHEL' IEMDUILDT? 'H(HHG" Il6D LIMDMT (LP6iTemeUsH@GLD 'Hevall CUMIGEL 2 S6LDM? 6T6TLME Ylli6)]
(PIg.6) H6TT. &L &S Slett 6T6L6VIT LOL_L_MI&efeylLb, GeoNLoesNs LD6UT& SleyLD FrHwIG Hest
GCeugsememuiLGHedlett FTHHIIS Famisem @eUUTIOTET T6LEMEVSHEMTGLD.

56015 aumpeailuisv

ude| QFUILINLLTS QblglUl euFeorm) 616 §601% QUTLPAILIMEVE FameVLD. &TSHLOM CRTSFmel
LG, CWTHHSTE Lt &), QUL evLLoenew Feslleumaesr, oieuomened DCUSSF, Quilwimy Gumesm
CupMierTaem 6(B&SHULLL.  &SHefle aumpailed Seleohsamealll Ufle| &g tererCy GuamL
QuTBeTTS QBHS CEMqUl QIPGSHIGET GCUgE QUTHeTTETS. SHOIPHTL ML L CQUTNISSHEUD] 615HFHMSIL
STHeL  STjEIRGTL  HUOIDS Glquilerr] ESSULLLUTSHATS PEHSULILL 6T  6T60TLEMS LD
G Sgney eNersGHOTT. ealaid GssUULL Carar] @b BrE (WWaUGIEpeTar 60§
&sefeit  Henevenil ¢55CH SO He0§ W&seMer Heameould. CeHeE@pD, &meealsEpn Gus
Qumr@enmesr GuGl, SeumMle euTPENUIGID, LD&SHEHLD HenG LTHSTSHEMTUINGI]. UMFF CFTMHSHEHLD,
Qargems QmAud, QU GR&sLlg urliu@nd  urles@sd, usrd), i@, G Cumearmeummles
Qemm&fwjemieybd, g ilinmer, ColmendGs QFeLeld QUT@GHOMTSHTT N(BHGHemew CQUMM CILIEHIS EHLD
855605 auMPaIIEOl6 SIPHIID FamisaTTal]. @enOWIGHET LieneTailed CUGTICUIITE & CLN &S &6
UPSS QINSGSHIGET, 2 66| (PM&EET GUTaImeamel Smguller GCuTeSHed  QeuafliiLbh &lesTmer.
ML g emMEFAULD, UssTOUNODOEFAWD QSHTEHIIL ML L FRISTTE6TM6T. HHCHTEWNIMHLD, LOTFIUILDLOTEHLD
GugLhlerl  SBEHDMIHET;, BT MISHADTISHET. FTHWS CoHETLUTE  6eoruCsH  NULTesTTeL
efGHemesT  QUMSMLLULGSHHID  UJETAJD  FeinGHer  &HHSHIIL. CMELEF  FLOWIMRISENTEE
HmpHGausHeid, @aeonhuwsdHend &rdH @evemev elefllamild QHHIW  HHSHHUTHET  FTHeILILI
MeoruHmILQITSeMTEGeN 2 _6Terient]  6T6oTLING  QUILSHTHSHID, LTINS &SUB&SG LUHTHSeID
Srewreond. @Bl 6TNUISHEL FTHCTEOILG DHHMSSH Seuqul Fepsd eumpenieons @QbLLIS)
2_6TaMhiend CHheLe0IGSHN. @QF6iepeuld SH(hHGHIeN FUIGH &THsHEG QL LDeLeMeL 6TETLIGENT Qb
HSTE6ID (P&ESHHVMDEME (Mukherjee, 2004).

@eowwgHler CaTGCouml &(LPMGHafler &emg

Q&sme oaifleit  TLMLUNNBHEGL CoHlemwL uDMUIGELEL, CHFAULD @&HIHH MeusHGLD
Ww&Eemenl  uHOwg. GCwed srHullemrssd &HSULGGCauTHler eumpell b  oa1f);  Sleuf&Heiley|d
SperHulenasd sHSULGGCauTHler eumfll b Cal. 2apé&@ Cofl FU (. Ceflulid CaysslULTS
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FHEONLT,  CUCTIIGUTE  FCPSMIGATNED  6UEHNEWITEN  FePSHHMHEF CHIHG Fayfl, UCrTEHHIILD
Qenewnflett Hm& @& Foyfl LmDWITHMNT 'GlgLo&6T  eTeTlLBD  euetmsmTeT. efllged NI,
Quilw wspiedimeug, @MU 61601 eSS NGCEFL MG euctTIewITeN6sT LIRiE 2 661(H. F6yiflu|w,
SACITHEHIUPLD Si6uTHeT 2 [flennsd GHLuUmgaier Geusmevsemenl LITILILG, SleujsHaie &l6Naamens
gemailug, @re o, eallress Qgaim @QoréGemm eumh&s HeTuG 6161 UTLDAMTTSHe.
SUTHEHHG Cgrel, G, HLLy e cperm Leenerser. CRUELN6T LeneTall F&MUILD Heorer
Creudmas CehgHeuet, haIGH UMHHHTL Slgemngseddlen BLAwimer smedled allpge, ailp
allmsg Qgearm GCemm QMMIGSHL GUITEIMMeUGMETE QFIIL LDMISSH H60T SHEUEUMETULID HHISSHMDEG
Fal lg§ QFLAMMT. CH&HEGSH H(HLOGIDTEH MEHGSLHOSU|L 6T QHEHMSUNCD UMDY HlgSFH 66T
sewoieuest &M1&, (B  QUOCOTHLET eumpHomer. 1SLL) @&&HLWeded eump el
Qastienens@ eplgll CUTHMITET. &6l LIMJemed LOMIG 6u(HD HlemevuNed LO&6T 611G 6MEUILITETTENG LD,
rMeI@GD BISHRSTD SHhiseT HNanpll CumaTamsu|Dd HCIMGHWID Hanasg s CQarauGL gl
QeuEpss BLUILCHTEH &H6M& (PIQHMEG| (Imayam, 1994).

grguller Quwymev Feyfl GHLUGSH 6T THTOSTATEHLD L& (G (LPNHMS 6T

SULy 60T BeoLjsenmed gnéGemmr emeoim Heored QeuniinGeugl, Hm GLHMSSHET Fal
ACITEALGHMS QUEIEITSS LD6UET 6TTMEMPLILGI, FT6 il lged epmIFHed LML &L lq, UMLSGSHE
CumL  meus& SFLRIGSHNMEISGHID &g Mer  grmosmiuiLd  seyflud, HCHmE&SIpLD
Q&EhaHEUGID, 6o 2 flemowimes LN  HMELSSTEH CHEhEFUGID, &Te0lL all(peugid, @QAFTEL
CeLUGICG SlevliLilg HemL (LPmDWITE 2 6Tengl. “UlLengd Half MM TeLeLMBHLD Nenghgl, LNm&nHs
eemey gemead FTUNLGONL(B, Q& &SM&ESMUSGL, Q% BMUSS, Q& eIl CLWISHSE
(T60TM  @HIGHSH  MEUSHH WL L) &HmesHsH CUTHSTET FOoleml  eUHSG" (Imayam, 1994).
“@UGUTGILD  HTETLILNETENENSHET Fal 'CUEMIITS S LDeUET 6T60TM) ST6T FalNGEOTIHET. HiflHZH%
QareauGL. COMSEILILD, '6T6T6sIT OEIID" 6T6ATLIMTET (Imayam, 1994). 2 6WIGEUGILD 2 6TIIEVUNTLOCD, CLAMISIED
Qeullg, umemL &Ligul Feyfl ufl LWESSH Carend Cemm HMIHHS Gl4H5H5MS 'Sl (HLOL,
QI (BLD. (el uwier, GCemm oo Glg&Hm ChLTLT @G> eerm Jrogmh Gl (Heugesr
SMIEI(PLD  FTHCW. S (P(PEUGID Jmogmhl e LwGeo"  e6iim WL EGWL  FauNGEHo).
FeoL et glew 61(h68 eunhs Coflenwl  eustlswrfe Q&uwleugd, GwH aHIHHS &HM, GuTFTL
QuieLmoed (PGl CEUGIDLEUMSUD QMWD 2 6TIMOSGE CBHESHLOTES Famlu|eTamnT.

Qum@meTTHTY FMY Hemev

gayfluflesr  G@GWUD  Her(p  Hmevesil  W&SeMsiT  Fiewoasemer  Hemeoulled CE&HSHS
QEMIUUTLIgMHGEF Q&M HlMausSH, &M meaus g, rmeoulled autam@®p ol i QsT(héEs
Gouctni(hLd. @HH&TH Qe epeuteum(h el iqeid, JUTSHEF&ES Ceamm, GO e6arm Qasrhuuf. seayi
Ghwusdeny afpallrsd QFam HFCFTHmMM euMhH LSAWMD GCeuauBLd. 'Levall Mm" LIOUL L D"
6160TM  QUMGHEF QFmeLeLTSHL  LwleTU(RSSHLILBD  QFTeL 2 uemiouiled ‘UL L emmE GCEmTmI"  6T6iTm)
GM&AMG. SIMICUMLE BTSN FTaNLmGHmeT &ed GIOM, SHTENLKISMETS FaeOlITSHL
Qumieuy. &HPHS GEMsmad Mm55HSG QHTHHH. ASDGS FoeOTE GLODLE  FMTLOMED
Qumieny. Gum &meLd UMFUUGID, LOMH6L UMD &L IG6IMeL LGH@GeUDd UMFLULGID  6)650T6801TE HluTl6st
SLenD. SiFled LeTCUMIGaU] Sefli(Ob, GDLEF FMOM6THEHLD CQHTEULY. ClUG QILSHSS b
Nl Lmed sieujsafest SLU(hs glenmenuwis Hlsneull

ugid, Cumsmewd SL(hd GewNsmensd Heoeulugild PCITEHWLGL. UFMHSTEH LGS g6
10586 QaTuUl. @& CUTS UEHE &TeHHL CehsH mauss Sreaflmssmer lDHmID &M&
umyauy. @euauene] Geuameusel QEWGHTEID GCoumeussTeal Faedlmwd QHEHAWD, &Tedled aill(phgHib
uTHWImML  ighHe  eUEITHRISLD euThis GColewg uleteng. eumIUMIGSIULL  Geousmew  GhiLlestm
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2_MLLILGILD, FFHWIMET Faedl (WeOMULGSSILLTHGID, HMemIssTaGaur, aNbULSSHSESTECT Sl6TH
GOHUILL  &srHuNed (pHe Cr smjamssHeammed QINDeNITSE  BLSSLURUS, 2 mPLLEF
GOGUIL VGG 2 6enmeugl, &&STHTILMHM Cousmeuss UMTULG QUTGHeTeTY FHuNL FHedsgIgHenen
JMLPSHATTSHALD, HleVLDDHMEUTHATTHED, FMJHG CUTPLAITSETTHEID N6USSI6T6NS].

ailpd, &MHMILLMULD

Qurgieurs QnHHW SITLRGND PHESEFTHSHET SHTPSHFHUILL L aUf&HeT GCEFFUNeID, iFH6eNnID
RGSSUILULL TS CflEGL  Qeuailulley HMsG MeusGGL QLD @ ISHLILL(HETeTg. NSH60LIg
geyfluflett @MU umMWISefsT GKUNGUINNHEG CQeuefuied &&HeOwgmenr Quiflwmesilsst il lgMHEGLD
258 Glgemguiled aump&mG. CFmID, FHHUD Benmhe eMemMLLIQ LILIMTENS, LTNSEHD BHITUISEHLD
Cuuwd s@®BCoueomisrlh, Gl QUENSET QEBTLMLES @HMGL QLSS st Feoyflullesr il
2_6NMeNG|. D6MLNS &HMLHHL (PLPHIGTeLaTe| CFm Henmhd euall HHL S1&HGHDUD UTDEMGI.

2_ooTe) Ll LILD& &hiG 6T

&ehF, umSs Llenamil, euj@, Gemend Gumetm HreflmiseaNed CFIFH &EpH, QrrECemmns
ue efll( 2 e se &HoHs Comm, Fal LmepGammi, usiimdl, wrh Cureaim QermEfseT y&liisnel
@i eaner 2 w6y Feyfl ULTMUNGT GL6NeVW|D, LOMLIG6T GLMeVW|D &&HFHLD QFieugIDd, GLor
SluMemML LUSGaITSS GO HeILLmSU|LD THASGLMM @ENLOWID LIenL &GI6N6rTi).

CL16v0T 600)| 6L & LD

Qs 9865686 FepssHmal GumeeTN LTI ShalilBaIsTeECal $60l§ Fepd UMD
QB&EMG. QuTgIL QuemeENGSHed 60§ CUEMEINILD L RISTS 6T60TM  LMDT o MI6S 60T
syem(p  @&5Ge. aflemL oL@ Qeuelulled Q&siTm Geuemev UMFULG, FLUTHILGCH QUITSIL
QuetiemNwig SleoT  GM&CHTTE QBHEHH. POML  Yenewl Il H&HOME 2 MPEGD  H601H
Quetuseferr  LNJ&EFmeT  CoumELEGE CFLUCHT, &FOLAID QUMRIGICHT LD, Y H&H&FTH
SLETSHETED  LITEOIUIED  F6UIIL 608 (EhSG6TENTEUFHID, G4SN  SeueUaTSeMLO([BhE SUNILGCLOWITGLD.
SACITEHAIWID et Faflenwiu|d, GHOUSMSWID Ul BLSHAMT6T. GLOF F6MLLIGTTEL 6U6ITLI6TIT6
QEuwtul L GIb @eueuedmasd &ML (H&Hsoimen. Gfl QFmeNed BLbHS euhHS  STHMEL BHLLLS
Gumed Q(BHGGI. HWIGHET, FeusHHlsplenL WiengLll CUTEO(HHSET. SH6U&Ep&HG6T 6D HenmhHHHSHH"
sterm Gflufest Hsmevenit @enwowid eNeufl&HOM]. 1giaD Qg (Wigwing Henevsnwl @&&bUaILD
d(GSSISST_(HHMG (Imayam, 1994).

(WPIg.646M0)
QousHCuIymd BHIOOTEIgID  Qetleum), FrHGeuM CumeaTmenel FalféEs (PIgITG
L. 2:3: Ak (1 eueh&(HLILIENS LOMISSHONNLIEOTS). @eumenm S, QUETLILI(G S SHIQUGILD,

eNfbysmifaLl (HeugG QUCuTamgw! Siel. FLLM&GHT QUOOUULR 2 flewser HmieuliLig b
QrE GCrmamd Celwpeonssst aump @I Lhemey ¢16TUCH &  WHMIHSHD. CUEGLD  IHMLD
wegeneley gouL. Ceueni(HLd 6T60TLCH @eUEUTUIONIT 6TELEMEY. FELPSHLD, QUTHMTSTILD, B, 2 6wI6y,
Geusmev 6teor LILGeuM Coamemimiseiled &eaJfl GHWLUSHET SHnFHm YIMbHSI6TTE Q&L (H6nD.
o _emenemg 2 eTeneunGm Famid @USlend &md LempCuimquwl QhHiis sal (B eTETHenwld GCaerei
CaLAME| 6161LCH Q&6 (LDIg.6).
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