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Sangam literature is celebrated as the traditional literature of Tamil. Contemporary

Received: 17-01-2022 scholars are re-reading the Sangam literature from a new perspective over time. Sangam
Revised: 14-03-2022

Accented: 26-03.2022 literature can be called a biodiversity volume when it comes to ecological thinking. The
Publipsheci: 01-04-2022 creators of the Sangam period have identified the land-based creatures of his time in
poetry. Numerous of them became extinct over time or have been renamed. In particular,
the article discusses the search for a creature called Asunam that has been spoken of in
Sangam poems, the poetic record, and the commentary of the narrators.
Chechkt for Keywords: Tamil Poetry, Sangam Period, Ecology, Environment, Asunam
updates
(LP6OT D) 6]

gle0eLTE  QEmeLeId  QUITEBeT  GMSH6eGeu  6160TM  QHTOLSTUINWT  FadmILiLgs  HLHILHleL
LWIeSTUML 1960 @Q(h&6558alqlll SMEIHHE QEFTDHSHE@HD  QUIT(H EH ML IIETEnaUSaTTGD. QUT(hafeLeuns
QETO&ET 6T60TM)] TUMMMUILD 62515HG Senaflall (PIQWITG. SHSHSHS STLHHMHCHMHMEUTM CIFTMHESH6I
LIWIeoTUML 1960 Q(phGememnuiu]d bl (P& QFUIWET QPEGF QemTheet, CUFsH QINSHGEF
Qemmser  eeord  QeEmmsemen NfHF L uMISHCOHMD.  GSOIUTS,  FhgG QeSS H6L
LweTUGSSUUL Berer QEFTDHHET SHSHTEL QUPSGHD Q@HE QEFTOHSHMMGL. &ML LIHMSSHTEL L6
QETO&ET  QINGHLPHFHET. QMmO STOLSLLHHDEG AFQAFTDHSHMOTU|D QFTDHHET 2 6WIJHSILD
Qur@enemuild  HemereuBSHSHCaumIgUl  CHOUUNBSADE. USHETGLLEDLUTNED O IGEUILD  6T60TM
Q&mevedlerr QUTHemen eNaT&GLD CHTEHEH S (Hen] HMEMSE).

S5 6uoTLD - L &6 & 6T

BHMNEIITUINCD 244, 304 Y& QU6ni(h LML 6L&EMEID HSBTHIMMEL 88D LITL 616D SH&HETILD
6160Tm Q&ML CHIQUITSEL udHe QUL HeTeng| 66rg Fhs Qev&HHILE QFTL6VML e (Madhaiyan,
2007) 2 (HEUMSHEIL QL. LOTMSWIHID Fhis Qe&HHILE QFTHEODTMS 2 (HeUTEHSHU SOV ClEVLLDSHILD
MDY DML (HLD FaMIU|6T66nT] (Thomas Lehmann and Thomas Malten, 1993). 60TM)| UML_60&6feL DL (HGLD
SI&EUILD 6T60TM QFML QL LDAUMMIETeN) 6T60TLH QeujsHaiest H(HHF. CLID HEOHOFHTMS 143 LD
LML 60l6L ‘Lomemer 61601 QEmed Uy Qauwwiul (ReTeng). 2 enywn&iflw bHESeTTIsEesny LDmeor
CTEOTLIENG H&EWILOM 6T601d GOILING STy @eusngll NerumMICW NMH&TeL 2 mWTHFWTSEHD L6y
QFWIHBLILG WUISGSTILSTGD. P&, AGEID 61601 Q&ML ChIlUWITsS @L DEALMMIETET LITL 60&6T 3
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LLGGCW. Geum  UMLELSEEM6L ‘DM  6T60TLG  SIGEWILDT 616N 2 MJWTAFILITS6TTEL
LWeTUGSSUUL I (hSHMST? sT6ar ypmut Geueso(hLb.

IH (D M) 63 6T

SIGEILD  6T60TLG 60 2 UNfleTIdD.  gYeoITeL  Sig  UmemeuIm?  eNeVmIST?  6TeTLIF6L
o mIWTANWISEp&HHMLCI LLCam &HEHGHIHmevseT 2 (. BHmemuled @Qpeu®E LML e0&6i
SIG6wID UMM CU&E6TTM6DT.

oWPhS FageaTds SEMBTMILD

LOTSI] 6U6TUTG.60T [HUIEU(HLD HLDGT60
LDGBUTLD [BITM) FVLDLI6IT HEGEWILD €R&HESLD
2 _UITLDEN6L BTLMEG 2-60J&HH6L ¢601GMT..”

61601  LML60l6L  (FaMMMIGLOTEITHleT  GMIEhH Heolumed) ‘SiGed  @L bQuOHMIeTEnS)
(Balasubramanian, 2004). D6MLY QUG elibhg 6T GeMyFHwimest Fmyed QUTAUILD Fadhfsd HTeLHSleL
‘FaGOD EV(HLD. FaFHesHled CHEIBHE LWL ef&ED i Qeng, CHLUFMEG QetNanowing
QM&GWD. euamgeNemaaml WTCLOTME 6165165 &(HF), WD & WeneoliNaralled HREUN(IHEELD
‘9IGewILl Umener QFaNQsr(hegs Cal @G eearm @UuTLed uSHaGHMSI.

QuurLedietr 2 melenssd, ‘Qengamuls GG LWL @uicdlmLuwl Upemel; Q&T@rLmeT
Qenganwis CaLLTeL 2 uNJNELD 6TerUl. @GHemest alevmi@ 6TeTMID Famieuy eem SOIUNGHDGI

(Balasubramanian, 2004).

2_@IWTAFWI, ‘Fagem LDeLFleL CHEMIGTIL. GH6TT LOCTIES NS ILIENL LI 6)6TITIG.60T @enF6niL, WITLNnE
eT60Tm) SiGewId CFall QaT(hHEHHS CH(H QYIMULD 616G HMELAISHIL 6T (PWIRIKIISTEL Gemeva
Qe CaMILML L& STEYID ST, (Lp(HSEIRIEILISTE b CeumiLm(y 6T6Tm QLMD 6T60TLIS 6068
&M@ngjﬂ [5]66[&)@] 6T6OTEMMI] (Balasubramanian, 2004).

NetrerSGHMNT o1. Brymeoamdl guiy, ‘NGUUUPMID el cpendent WTGLPMenE CUTeY|CILD6TM)
LML (LPMPUTEO(HESGTM JNGFTILLTHW allevhiE C&all QsThegs CHMMBMHGL 6T6iTmI T(LHSISMMT
(Narayanaswamy, 1967).

“QIGHEWILD Q&ML M&BCLITEL BHEdTMILD

@erru(pLD FleoTL(DLD 2 ML §CH

S66u SN pMIHSTT eNmGeomest MFGL”

61601 UML6L LICMTESSHS BLLFmeLWTHls GMIEhH BHeoLILMLeOTGLD (Balasubramanian, 2004).
GeMI&Es QuTBHEHIW BHMIDEID OfF&HFalgll LOTEHE NHS, EUELEVENLDU|ENLUI &HEBIEVEUEHTET DML
@6TL(PLD HISTL(PLD 2 ML UG HTeUG, HMVANEGH Hemeveussilesr LML LeugfuNed @esTL(LpLD
AfleNed HETUUPLD HHOUSTGW. HGICUTEL, SFEWILILMEMEUSHM6NS  QHTEOLICUTHATNGT & (LFHedleL
WmplenssH G QeTLGemG WD NIMEG UM QEdHH SDGS HIETUSMSWD QEHTHSGSLD 6168 HMIUIGOTLD.
SIGENTED, SGHEWIL  LMEDeUMIWS  QBTOLITSEHEDLI  n&emll  GUTETMS 61607 2 eIy
eNeufl$gs FamSmI.

LUML60 2 6m] aNen&&LD, ‘HemeLed6dT Geiblsorm(h @HLIN6T H6dT 6TLHL QUITEO|CILDETMID &63I6V 66D
Nflufesr  QHHCETMID  FaMIHTMETTET FHeneval. G  LeTemend  Q&meLLI] (LPHEOIL  WITEDLY
Q&g N6l LmMemW (PLSG6U]. QetTenim epemd CHL(F SIGHEWILD g U 6T6rm GSMILNGEMS

(Balasubramanian, 2004).
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NeTewd Gy  BHIOmeoamhl  @wif, “Hewoentnl  SMUILDIIMISOWPL Ul  LOTmELWTNHS
QUEOIMLOU|6ML LI [HLD &HT&HEV6HT LOMJUMTENGl; QenFwif aNOMISGTHIL &6T0T LOMEN6NS ClST6LLIEU (DL LI
&Ll Gumeoll QUG @eTU(PLD HIETUWPWD 2 emLWGTUNgT HeTmE)” 616318 ol (Narayanaswamy,
1967), GLOGQYILD “SIGHEWIMI C&TeLLI] (PGEOIL WIMmL QUTHSHIL 6ot CQFauNed gma CeumeuIemITg
LemMen (PSS SQIDmME CHTLISETTEL @6ITLI(LH SIETLI(LPLD 2 6L enOUT6T iGH6mesT 2 alLhlg Sy’
6T6f$TQ_| alen&H& Q&Gi)éﬂml‘l’l'] (Narayanaswamy, 1967).

QR oG 6T6TLG Qeng CHL G, CHLE QYIMD (h 6UMSL LIMEMEY, SIG6uuILDT6uTTEIL
aNeumI@ eTened SemLWmaTUUBRSHSLIUGEDS. CLOGYID &6 LMeneUemLs Cl&TeL60 HlemeutLILIoNTEH6lT
Wgedled wWMflengdsHg LRSS CFLG. DG UmD (WPEHSEG QsTeLal] 6aim  CFwIgHmul
(LPETTEMEUSHEMG).

2SHIGIT)

SISHTHMHMEL Lew 2 uNfleTmiger GUFLILLLMTEVID SH&6UID 616D 62 2 uNiflerd (h LML 6016D
LLECWL ude] QEwUbULIg@GLUUEG eNWILSGSHWSTELW. @hCalemen QFHTMSLILTL VST LiTlq Ul
BMLHSHL Qg 2 ulflerd NHTEH UTDHSHSTSH Q(HHS(IHSHSHEVMLD.

“ e BETMG

H(BLOL6UO QFHTENe0HS CILI(HRIMS LITED60TS

&6)6ned KNG @HLD SMDEL HL_MELD

Amefons QMRS WMILL WTPEEs

SH(BRIGEL QL JM6ET SUGFEWID 6115 EGHLD

6T60TM LML 6L (FLPSGHIL U SHCHeuey, GSMieh& HeOLILML6D) ‘G RISGD eleuill udHey
Q&U._I@‘IDQJ (Venkatasamy, Venkatachalam Pillai, 1961).

‘GelesT  Sevotgmmleiten QUi Ledemwis  Q&metnm QUi emsulenesT 2 6mL Ul WITEn6TTUN6DT
&651601HHEN(BHG QUIHEA euflu]d SPHW WHHH, sl HMEMETUMLUI CU6HIIG6T Fal LD 62601658
SIGHEMET WIMLPENE 616018 &([H& QUi emevuNedT NeTUILIMLI GeNSUNEIETEN JUGHEHIGET 2 HMIS CHL GLD’
6'[63[@] Bmeu(pLd g,w&,mg aNen&selenruiled GMIUNEeU (Venkatasamy, Venkatachalam Pillai, 1961).

QRIGD SIGHEWID QUG 6T cpemFenll, WIMLHlenG 6601 &(HP UIMRIGLD 616D CUITIHeMNGeOGIL
OBWTATULEGEHDG. SIGFEILD TOTLMS ' NFERSET 6T60TM| 2 OTWITAFIWFEHET LssTenouiled e1(p&H&F
QEeLaMSLI LMTEHS (LplgHME).

CLMSEHUTL CLP6ITMI LML 60&EHLD GMIEhEH Heneuienld FTIHHEN6U. &b, HEFCWILD 6T65TD LMD
(o) MevmE GMEhES HeneausGHWSHTS el WimenliLi(hsSLILI(H & eTmesT.

56015015 TMS

BOMEHEIILD SHTOMTMID &S SHS GSMIEhE Hlev 2 uNifleurid e1eoT ML WITETLILI(HE SH60T.
&01HQHTEMHUTNCD SIGEUID 143 QD QBIISHSEOIT UTLO0lL udle| Qeuwwiul(hereng. @& &Om
Wprewing 2 _enengl. GMEhE sally M Heomseileld i&eud UFaNUNHES QL (LPEUIILT? 6T6TM ll6)
BH&DSHD UMUILINGSHMS).

“WEDUNMMEST WMPGCHL L LOTEm6DT Ui 6T

SODESTETM| MM P (HUll CEpgL

LemmWenmbh HTRIQST([HeusHT 58S e
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6T60TID LML 016 (H6LEVHGIAU6ET LML 6D) 2 enJQul(pSul h&FSeTISS 6N (Natchinarkkiniyar,1943),

‘CUEHFMELITCEL HM6T UTHSHS WMNenFmnis CHLL Si&Hminmsnel @eualsiu (LpMHMmES6Tm)
ST LeoieoitGs (L6 QFILS euEhFemeenllsd QsHSGIL NesTenstt SiGest Sifl 2 uNgGumbLig
LsmDEnUS SL1q6armMHCUTCEL 62([h6U6IT (LP6IT6T eUEhHSHGH Q6TLSHMS 2 6L TSI LN6oT6uT] 6UATITLILD
GumbLIg. eT6oT6n60TS m&BENILLMedr 6T6oTm) GOIINGEH I (Natchinarkkiniyar,1943).

2 IWTAHWI) aN&CUBTSH6IT, ‘UEhFMETILITCL HMeTLEL gl WMNeNFIIS CHLL ISEWILDMENEY,
@euaNeTud 2 MHMESHETM (6T QFUILITDED, (6T CFIISH QIEhFMTamLIS C&HHSHSHIL LTN6T6T] & 60T
Siflw 2 uNj CuUTEGLDLIGL Lemmenwis SL g6 GUITeL 6(heu6T (D66 elEhEHE, QTLSHMSS ShHE)
NedTes1) Sl6ueNledTULD GUMLDLIYG. 6T65T6M60TSH 6MSBETLL TS 6T60TM GSMOIINHEMM (Viswanathan, 2004).

BEAeTISENLT Fadlil CH ONNMESSHMGL QUITIHET MMM NMHSMeL 2 mFwmHwFTHw
aN&eupTEId LweL(GSSleTenmy. Hev eumysamgsemen WL (HGCWL  IHMUETeTT). &He0S0STamsL
UTLGID  WIMpD, UemD QUTHSHS SIGEWILDTENE 6UEHFMEITSES CEHTTHGTME] 616011  &(hSHSHUIEHEL
(WP6TMEUSEMGI. SI(HEOEFTDH QUTHET NaT&ESSHHEID LOMEST 6T6TUSMEG SHEGEVUILDT 61601 CFTELEMEVLI
LweTUGSHUNGBLUUMSWD SO (PIgEMG. UTLe0L WMPCHL L LOMTemesT  6T601MN  CFTeLGYILD
LenDILENDHE 61601 CFTLVID QL DQAUDHMBLULSTED 2 OIWITAFILITHET GHEILOT 61601 QUTH 66D
STHSULGSHUNBLLTTSET 616016 &H([HS QL LOBHSSHMDGI.

‘QIGHEWID - Q% CuemLenw oG BR&ens upemel @&NmWb, 2 (heud (LHeOIIsne HeTDTs
aNaTMISENEVEMED. Q6T REMFMIL FHMEVAITTEHSESHSL Hemeveal CQUTDTMGGS SHLOILD HITCLM) 2 6I6MHLD
Famied] 6168 SINGMer HHSTO6NUNGD &y HRSTICOI (LPHeOWTT GSMOIUNHEUM] (Singaravelu Mudaliyar,
2001).

‘SIG6VUTLOI, SIG6VILD 6TETILISNGHS CHSBWILIL6T 61601 QUITH6T eNeESHLD HHEHME (Kadhiraiver Pillai,
1981). . &HlenyGaumilenenemuiest HLODCOTAWLISTTES.

“QIGEWILD, ULPHSLOLNLSAILRIGETTEL HOWLLEGLD 2 uNFETRISEL6T 60TM. Q&  RHEUMS
alleumI@ 6TOTMID  LMemel  6TaIMID  FamliUGEDE. Qsmens GOHUNGRISTD, ‘SUFEID  6T6TLS)
aNLRIGSH@pET 6R60TM)| 6T60TM LV SHGID, LUMEMEUSBEHET 626TOMeTm Hevaill_§Fid GMN&SILHEMS).
Qam©EG. wWmp 66l (BP0 6260, U@L M0, uUTLQLTe0) (PG QILDELEOIMFITEL  @\6OTLIM)IS 6L
Waedlwera|d, usmMGWITEd  (pJCFmed, CeaugQuimed) (PO  ULEOEMFWITDL  &I6TLMISH6D
weolwead  Quieo.  @Qsamed  GNEGH HvsHHISGHWASSIMID, Usms  Gumeim  Guoesi
2_enL WICIGHETMID, HEFFL CUTIHETSH @6 6601CMEITMID, Fened epafll 201m) 6p6m& BHTMMLD 6T60TM HS W6
@m&ulled FRULB 2 ullenguid @LOLILG eTeTmIDd @.emel. SlahGITemwl] eleréHd FamiuleenTi.
Si&md  umdi  Qeualwidlsst,  BHMMEI, USHTHMMI,  HOHSTeNS,  HTEITLOCTNESHIq 61,
FousAhemoem, QUIHRISMS, SOLTTOMLIIID, FafOUJTeoid, STEh&L LJTewid, UT&HeUS D (Lp&Heoll
AeusHmigenlev GOUINLLUL (hemerer. Qeualev&EnISaied  sigewid  QeiGenimeng  CaL (B
@eUmieugId eueLCeomengd CHL (B HiTLMIUGID PH LG, CLHLDUTEYID 2 aIenld eUTUNEVT&HELD
A eumileonsa|d GMOUINLOUL ReTargl. @smearl Nigéds eN@pbyGaur), @& eump &ML 56
Qaerml, (LpHeOleL @esll wWimPlemgenuwl QengliLy. FHem Qenguiled WWIRE HHGSD HeneouNed euedll
UeMUTEnEST (LPLOSG6U]. Si6UaULGELMEmEWITEL SleTUDm NPGUTE NigSGHid QsmeTel]. o6 (B s
DML &FMIedled @QLOITHeTD QetTCeaTmedlullenes oi&6uId WITGCLPTENG 6T6urdh GHLIq6TLMID CF IS UTem6or
BOMIHEIUD (244) SSHTEHOIMID (88) FaMIKETMEI. HMeLANEHG @6TLUPLD HIETL(LHLD 2 6V0TL_MTHGLD
S0V LOMTLNMISHE, Qesli epedlemuiw|d euedll eed0lmWILD ANESSHHHH 2 TLTEHS 1856015055
Q&BMELLIQITSHE6 60 2 QIMLDUITES FamLULIL (ReTengl (hM.304). HMedT Qen&sHGLD WNGLTmFmUIs CaL (B
QIUHNHEGD GG Her Qemsmiully BrRGLIN, SGemerl NquCumy D (DRSS QFuig
56015CHMEMHUTEL (143) @L LD QUOMIETENG|. Fhs QevsHILRIGMCeowIETNE HHSTLO6E, SHLOLIFTLOTULIGHID
Cumesim  HIELSEMNID GOUILLIUGD GEID  Q&ESTLHHD QUEUUSTSS CQFHlwealcdensn. @&
BMLHHML  SABGHLULL 2 UNHThSELET RaIMTGL. @Qetaflanguwimed WEDBAHGLHD Heneouied
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STPUULLELD euebGeumemeE G (RS glsTmml 2 WIFalG Qe QuiLGL, Fhi& STLGHSHEL 2 EUEMLDILITSS
ol aNa&@Ld Sleme] W&SHeMTed Ol QuUDNBGHS QS o ulflerd, MNeiesty (WOHMWID ALHHS
CUTETEMGS SMIEULNGHE Fa(BLD” 6T61M eumpemn SHenEpHuid GSOUNGEDE. QHISTMID I&6VOILD
eleorm  QFmeL  Lwetun(®  GMSH NI CL  Q@mhe  H(HSCSHTHMIENLOSEMETILLD
Caummieningemenu|ld MNHG QEmerTar (LplgHmE).

(L1660

FRIGL UMLEVGET 2 (HeUTHS STLHHEL 6Teueminm QFMMHSHeT LWL S S LILL g (15 SE 6T M6
SieUMMIT LIeL QEMH&6T @etTml eUPSHQASTLALE CUTUTN6T 6T6aTeVNLD. L3S (Lp 6o QFTHSHMETE FLOSHT6VS Fl6D
SLWmeniu®Gés Geuatigl GCHOUUNBSHADG. &SRSL UTL6LSHEMNED  6TEIEIMNMD  LIMMEUSErhLD
aNLRIGSHE@HD LS| QEFWILILILL (BETeTes. SieUMMIET 6D 6T60TLS LMemeUUIT? eXleVRIST? 6T6aT ML
WP UIONCLEMEL. SI&EUILD 6T60TM CHIIGWITS BHMIEHEITUNED 2 LML L&SEHD HSBHTHIMMNCL 6R63TMILOTE
CpETMl  UMLL&eT  Udley Qauiul (hemerer. Q& amerGul  QFTeemLaSE@pd  GMIUNGHeTmenr.
5601505 TeNS 143 gD UTL6N6L LOMEM6I  6T60TMN  QEFTELEMED  SF6TILOT  6T60 2 eDFITEFITSH6T
GOUNG&Hetmesty. QFTLLML6UGBET  Qh&HEF QEWISlenuLl ugley QEWIWaN6LEm6L. AL
SpIOGGFHWSTGLD. eumpelih SenEhHIID Fhis QeusHHWID Sragl NH&T @evsEwnsefeibd
SI&6ID GMNGHSHLI LS GET 2 6enest 6T6iTHMG|. GO HH&TLHEL Qb 2 UNFleID 6LV 6T6TE LD
GSGOUNEEME. S&euDd UM  UTLeomARWISEpD 2 mpuraflwisepn GOUNEL  QFHsern
QuTgleUTETEMEUGHTGLD.  WMflemFemil  YIphGH  SauedHGD UDmsmeauung. @Fmersd C&TeL6L
Geoueiu(RELDETMTEL WMAMFSSIL LM (PSS Colaui(BLd 6TeTUSTGLD. 2 my&eafled Q& aNeLmIE 6TeTmILD
UDeEme  eTeTmID  eTPSLILL Reienien.  Q&ISTMID,  eTeoewuimm 2 ulflenhisemerd HODE  &eLpsLD
QBTEMLGHH(HEHMG| 6TETLMGWD SO (P EHME. QUINmSUNET HESHLOMET LIEHL LIS EH6T 6R63TMITS
SI&GEID QOB BSHDG. FhSSHTOL LML LUUTEMNST HMTD eumphs Heod &my o uflenmisemend
sallmg&eafed LUMqUNBHESHTEL SHTLRISGLHEID QFHTmevh Gumsr 2 ulflarmiast GM&H QFTmHaeT aulf
Qetm eNeurdlGgls Qsmeg (HSHCOHMD. F&MeLL UL LuTaNsefid eumphleney FMjhg (WPSM. &,
o fLQUT@GET&eT Ll Lsefled QL bAUD Ceousui(Rd 6T6iim HhGemer GLQe(WPHMG. SHenewruilien,
HLOEOIWIL FMIHG &ML, QEVHHWIMIGET CQUFIGID 2 (Hheursd Ceuctti(Hd 6T60TLUMS BOSGHEF Fhis
QeusHWIPLD FHIS QeLHEHUEF QFTHSHEHLD 2 6ufHE HHE6menT.
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