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An Overview of the Percussion Instrument Mridangam and its Rhythm
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The "Harmonious Tune and Rhythm" are music's two ears. Rhythm is what determines

Received :29-06-2021 the time scale of musical compositions. If the rhythm is wrong, the controls of the music
Revised :15-05-2022

Accepted : 27-05-2022 will not be in order. Rhythm is what keeps music under control. In classical music, pitch
Published : 27-07-2022 is equated with mother and rhythm is equated with father. Pitch instruments include
string instruments, wind instruments. Rhythmic instruments include the drums, jal

tarang, cymbals, and string instruments. Some great geniuses have said that rhythm is

m the life of music. Through ancient literature, we learn about the formation of leather

musical instruments, their structure, and their use. Leather instruments were used in
Check for various stages of human life. Musical instruments such as Thannumai (one-headed
hBdgtes drum), Muzhavu (tomtom-large drum), Matthalam (big drum) and Mridangam
(percussion instrument) have been developed as primary instruments in classical music
syllabuses, stage performances and percussion instruments. References to musical
instruments such as Thannumai, Mozhavu, Matthalam, and Mridangam are found in
literary texts such as' Tolkaappiyam, Silapathikaram, Pancha Marabu.’ In ancient times,
tools were made from clay. At present, they make instruments out of glass, wood, and
fibre wood. They form joints in the skins of animals. Rice and iron powder are used for
the sound. In this period, the names of Tannumai, Muzhavu, and Matthalam are changed
to Mritangam. Literary messages of Mridangam, thong used for tying, right side joint,
left side joint, method of putting rice, trees used, and words used can be seen in this
study.

Keywords: Mridangam, Kanjakkaruvi, Tannumai, Muzhavu

(LP6IT )| 6D

Qengsd Smaisemen 2 @ILTHGL Cug WeaHmISE 2 MmiGamaulnted QGhoeH QUG
eflGesT 6TLICUTG 6ol 2 cui&FHlemil 2 6wI) SYIDNGSTCEIT UCUTH eU6T &HTEOIGNTL FHemyuiled
GIHHGH PlQUID, MEHMETH HLIQU|D BILQUWISHDGS STEMD MDGST6. @emMed6sT 2anld
FadBMaul GUIH LIGSD @0655. obs LLGSSHOGHSIL NWHS @eOUNOBGHCS ey
o UNfleoimisem  Gamerissr  6Teoim)  LUgmewod  QEWLSST  SaNUNGEDE. QHOG®BHEH 2 60sD
CamerCUTCH 2 (H&ms 61601 HMens&HeN CHTTMUIG 6T60TUS QSFHME | (Perumal, 1984).
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@emmelsit e ald Lflemsulled Bh CHelj WHHDd QTHSHHTE @b QINGGLD 2 6.
‘GLPLOT BHEFENE UTEFHETEH QBT 6T60TLS CHEUMTLD. 611Gl @enFSHGD BHTLIqUISSHSSGLD
DGHSELD HIENENSHS(HE 6T60TLH LueTHAME. 2 (h&Hend, LSGSH6D, GL (PLPT GUTETD LILPMIS 6 S6T
BremenLelled Leeumsd CHTMHEHONSATS eUTEFSILIMLHE LD&HSEMN6T eUTLDHMSUNE LIeL6UmSUTEL
QBT Qamein(heenss ¢1601M)| Fal & &(HS QL (LPGI{H 6TTUGID WU SSHUIG (Perumal, 1984).

weN&er  eumpe| QHTLMA (WIQUWD ey Qomdsds smev  QFTLIHCH 2 6Teng).
Qmesgiemmuiled WD 6T6TLG @@ QU SIMSD uHSEAMG. WeNGeT CFweUT(hHafay|bd
eumpeied BHeoL (Pemm&efend  aNEhEhTarsHd 2 L6 QaweourGsefigud eowid  QenehCs
2 ¢Teng) ¢l6tTUMS ULew Sifiallled elEhErals@pd Qeng WICLMSSHEHD LD YUINTNT  CLHEVLD
dGSG eNend&lu|eereo().

QOEFESHMLUND STV  sleTey LISEUD  (PSEHWLDMETT  ROAIMIGL. &ML  6eMen6Us
GMNHHGESTLEL Qengs &Hmew MLIGCL FTTONSES SHSLLUGHMES. B MESUTEITEL  (LPEDMUITEL
LeLGRIM| HMTEL SIETEMEUGHET MLOGHLILIL (RETTET6I. FH6ST LIS QenFSHSHme0UTIed  LIGLEUMSLILIT6TT
STeMhIGET MHUBSSLILL (ReTens. eelQeum(h, STaHHEGSD 2 Flil &Te0 eneseT NS (LPEnMSENTS
QIGSHSL QUMM 66D,

SLOIPT FMG HMTLHHHG (WAINBHHCH QengdHdameoullsv AMULDOM e Qh&Es Ceuen(hibd
(I60TLEMSH S FRIGL LML L&emend Qameni(h 2 MSIILGEHSHEMD. (PP, SHEIEDINLD, Gllg, Hlemewr, Liemm
WOl LevalgLome reneilengdsd &(Hal&eT Fhis STeHHeL QBhHGIeTes. Q&SHMEI &b e&Hemern
gomeUs (h (WPmMUIGeG gL lg, Q&ML uTHHH(HSHS Cau(BLd. HSLPMMUIEL GTeaTald&er
2 MIFHIITSG SlemDhHGH QHSGLD 6T60TM)| BHLOLIOMD (Durairaj lyer Mangudi, 1991).

LIS E@h6GS &HMLSHS SAaeUsHGS GOILIUSET SraGamsl umMé Sl &H&6N606mnev.
Sranaleng&&HalGHemer aGHaNHONG 2 (HeUTES QengHg ALRHSHIETTHNBHS HEUTSHEHDL UL
€260l [ La|aufelld Terd s GUUTL (B SIMeD her@ elehi@Lb.

Sransemalulled e b LyueowmsT LsLpaIThs Qangssmal WGHIRSD. QFH WHse|D
LLPEMLDIWITETT  @QenFSHS(HE  6T6TLIMNS LD [[IELSHET, LD SUIe&6T, LD  &HeLCOIL (H&&H6T BHLSS
SGSIIMTESHTDS).

053 % HmeLuTeL FHEMEINLD QeMFHHMTHET 6601 HeoLILHHMTS GOILILSET FamIGMH. LTS
Bl  FTerVHHTEHHL BMLIGUSHHMESG WOHFSRSD ULEHSUTHHILILTES LWaUGSHHW  GSOILYSeT
2 etenmerr. eumMIILTL(h &&CEFf&afed, afsnen &5C&HsHaMNL, uweder &&5CEFH&EaMNL WHHMS Qengs
SN USSUTHHITEG Q&HHETLHSL LIWETURSHHTM]. STateurdHul &§CEFHEHaMNeL OHSHMS
Qemngs small WHeTmd Qnds SmeNwns alamGHmE. WHGSHS Qandd sHel GMNHS
QeWISGH6T QHMTLIUTS Q&S (HED] HEDLDHSICTENS).

Aevs&HWwE QFLIgsaflev LOI(HHMSLD

W& Gumernm GammHamaNsGar OISL  UpmWITET QangssmHalder. QUau® (LD&miGemen
Qamen(h @en&sslupn CHMMHEmaNEET Q&S &HaNGET 616 QIPRISLLIGH T, Sl6lalmauiled
SMH&HML Q& SITRIGSHaNEL CHTCLNEFSS QsMaq(h&GL &(Halsealed W(HSRSHD SAMLUL UTIHSSI,
Mywedr, eegsml, Heaustt PEW CPTM (PSMH SLYMTHERSGSLD 2 FluSTeTr LGHerDd, &60ed),
ALEMS, &gma, CURleNS, LL S, GL(PLHaID SHBEW gL HMe&EsHANLITGLD.

QUUTNTEUET, (PHSHET, HITHMS PHW CLPETM SLMTHE@pSHGSLD 2 FIISTE &6UUGnI6NID, &&HENS,
2 h&ms, HGEMESD, sEual(® HMbdy eNgGeom, SW@GHSWD, SLMH, &lg, 2 UMHE, (LSS 6L 60,
IHSH (WPLPe W&Weneu Lol @Q6nL &8 [hal&eT@LD.
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sefl, FM&SHM6, STHSMET YHU PN SLYMISERSHGWL 2 flul CHTMHEHaNSENTET Lenm,
UT&LD, SMIUOD, L S&HD YPH BTG HDL & SHANGTGLD 6TTHMG LEhF DL

CaMHaHaN&eT D&MD QUMSLILT(HSET enel (PLPSSLILHLD FHeoTenLouTleunmeD,
1. ST (PLSSLILIG LG

2. GFfoan Qanau(h HMHH (PLHSSLILGLME

3. MSWIMYILD, GFRNGHET QaMEu(HD (PLSSLILRLImEY

4. sWemM Q(PSHGH MSWITEL QUISSLILHLIEME

@b UGS g5 eUTHULSETTID, MILUSGSD SL 6 eubly 2 FTIISTVID (WPLOSSLILI(H 6T
1601 QUMSLILBSFHLILL (BeTengl. @eunmien NHSRSHD HHULITD QenF&HHLILIGE TS,

w&Has SMmal CamamME QFLaTGGL QUDL QUDS SETEDINLD HHLICUTETS| 6TEOTEVLD.
H&a b QFTETen euUMlGHS URUTLED HTV&HMS MeUGHGHIL LMTSHGLLCUTE WSHSHETD 49D 6L6VE)
5940 HIHMI6IGeL CHMHMD QUOHM euaTs QFHTLRISUIG 6TesTeomDd. euFeomHm HPAFWFHeNL &S Cev
U &BHG CaumureeT QOHHSTID UFUTLE aushy abhs BHILSND LGHeD 6T6Im C&meL
QL bQumeNevemev. Q@UMNmID LFlUTLeded “W&HH 61601 QFTLAINSES QHSHGTDG. ‘(WL QLALD
&SI Qb WHSH Hem GG e eTerlLLL CHT 61601 6T6u6001%H CHTHTMIAME. LLGUMI (LHLPEYS
&meNsemets GMNH&HS STLHWL CHeumgUUMLL&HeaNeL LG aTd 6161 C&FTeL  @L DELMEN6LEM6V.
SpUNsnId Breomuys SHeuawl NFUHSSHSHL BTEAWMT HHEALTHUNED “DHS6TD QSBTLL eUflFhRISLD
Beormrg” eteorm GO QL DEAUMIKHTOH. @& 99D HIOMTEIIQ6TSH WG, 124D HAMHMTEBITG.EL
SLDUPTOWIEIHSH6L ‘DHHATD (NGO QIWIRIEG LV HeOLUUSSTIHHEL SqUITTESG [HELEVITI]
GGG S0 allgalld, Lulet, HmLUL, QFTELEVEMDLIL, THRIFD i QUMD @L D WpFHedwemet UMM
aNfleurs 2 oS GHeTenTy. eudHMied “SHeNWMeID Seflghg 66D UTLeIGEHE SeolUSSTrD
SI(BLOUSHEYDT  6TETMID g &HGMIINeL CMHCHTET STLLUUGL 6f Q&S WHHeT euTSHHUILD
UDOWSTGWL. gLBF &auquNedl(phg CUDLUULL @FQFLSHWITEG WHST QUTSHSHIID LTS
QuOMI QU UPSEHL QBHSHSTHS FamLLBHTME (Aalavandhar, 1981).

“DGHFHEND HEWITDIEND QL_&6md F6060l 6T60T

M6UGHS BITETISH 2 §FHLDS &(hHe)”

61601 SlQUIMTSHEG HELELTT HLG GCMCHTET UML6L cpeUd &L (HeuBmeL WHFHed GCeaim),
Seugmienld Gauml 6160Tm CFWIHMUI MIUIGOMLD. SLEMSUITEL 124D HIMHOTEHIENL €L IqUl &HT6VSS6L
2 5508 HMELNLDG &HHNITE OGSGED [TL&ET eumuileons GCUEFLILHEMSI (Aalavandhar, 1981).

“GGUEIDIENLD HETMG HHCE & 6U0T6m)]6mLOLI

sttt Heiimgl WpGar

6T60TID  WIMPLILITL 60163 QULAICW SISDGSHSHSSHUTM] SEUIIMDUITHIUI DGHGHeTD BHl6aTEOSH6ITLIGILD

Qg seats smalust aufGw ‘GLUpPT HeTmg eearmeurm il (PKHME (Somaskandha Sharma,
1989).

FLOWLD, &6LCaIL B &l FTarmiseafley LI(HSHMHISLD

15840 HIMHOTEIGEL YU & Uflhe (pHeomDd @QUIEFTET &STeHEHIS &HLGAIL 6L D& GenLD
umOiw GOIYLeT Geum Ueveld QL IDOUMQImSL NeiTeu(HD LML &L (heusngsd Smemieund. Qs
Smemeuiinm) UEhE HHeveur) CaHmuNedled 2 emeng).

“Q&LLNesT CL6L QUITEITSHHSEH T LITemed &63o1650TMIq. U6
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SGHM UMemel 66Tl WHGeD QST HHM LMenel e6sTm)

2 (H6m& UTHGHM LTemel epetim) LTH&HENIM LITeme 6R6tTm)

SLQuomssTm) 2 UL & Sevutentmq QuimssTm) Hemm QUITETLISEH LiwLh”

6T60TLIS TG LD.

GLogyiLd D& &SNS ST GH6IT, “WOL B SSMTI&6T” 6T60TEMILD GMLYLD &60EI6UL g 6D
GM&SULL (Bemeneng SMIWIEVMLD (Mailathur Samy lyer, 1987).

SeusmeprHuned H(HCUSOLT QeLWIHHEL CPTHHM QBTEIIL (HEHLD QOMSSHADEG “WD&G e
rGHeleT  el6im  QUW. Hlendeldb@ WHTIONES Halenem WGHHEM LOTHEUHT 61601  CLILIHL 60T
@eORI&6|(HeUNSS GCaTUIeL QST (HS&6TmM]. QeneuCuiwisifNg CFeiealbhHLITONe Y RISTHIEG
aNemhGL  Heureowmsefled  HeuCUEBLTET  HHEHFadSTHeUGH CUTELAID, H@HLOMD  FHHEID
Qs (heus) GumeveyLbd, LNLbLO6DT &5 STl (heus) Gumevey (Lp e &) (156 (IHEUMIGETT
§55HssLUL (heTaten GmHaMweumenm STLSLLGSSITOITS NGNS

FRISEHHHMGLD, WHSHNE SHHaNGGD 2 6len QAFHTL{Y UDHME GCamsen (pesileul LeralhLOmm)
Fgamieuy. ‘@emmedet STl el S aldmgul GColsmaruiled SiQI(HmLU LUTHFHIDL  SHL6TM)
Gu@eophgl N6t SCHTEE eubgl, Qemmevstilest G, QAFMEOL, UTHLD THT@ILD HRISHIGeME UL B
&G aNPhsgl. SHCHISIHD 2 GULTEHW s & - §- QFMD - BD TT@ID AFTDHEHL (HHSHeTTuilen.
B6aMLGHHL HHMSGSHHOT SqliLenL. UTLD & - - QO MD - B PGW, QFH6T euruleons
OBSRSSHDGLD, EHSHMGHDHGLD QST 2 6T 6T6iTLmS M (WDIgHMGI.

B(HEHS eurHHWwS CHTHMLD eueTf&FS Hemev

SHEUITDINLD, LDGFHED, BHSHRISGD Qemeu cLPGTNTHID 2 (Heu HeMLINGeL HAMIG LOTHMRISET
QoUAmID  SeumMstt  QFWMUTHSHET  66TMMTETENEUCIUIETT  QUTLTMIHET  FamiHleoimen. LO(HSHIS
QTGHGHeflem &G BTG  SLelamsamer  LISHJL6IN  ENSTHET Ll SSLILIL L
2_UNFIETTMRIGET SMETHMSUILD FHLDOUUILDTEHS 6U6V6VE] 6T6ITLIS| HET0I&aL _T63T 2_6ToT6mLOUITGLD.

“Geubhl(HHU LDSTSHLOUILD" 6TeTamId HIEL LNJCHTOL &TELGHHL Suillsmev LOeMELUTEL FeuLTymes
Slgil HBHLOTSHNGS SHBOMD SHFHD QST IQUISTES Famid. SHEUIEYIENLD, DGHSHENLD  6T65TM
QUWITSETTL QUPRISILLL SHaNGW (HSHSE6TLS QL CMHUND SralUBDd WS erd UMMl
Swimenr  &CeonggHlerr “cLpfHH ST eveuBUTW - OIGSHST HCOMCLD 13  6T@ID  Sllq &ETT6L
Qumou@wb. Mywer, elegam, WCEHevVAUTEHT  PHW  APDEPTSHHSHEMN6T  6liqeISHMS UL LI
DBEHRISHMS CUIRIGHTCME 6T6TLS QH6TeL QUDULGLD &(HSHSTGSLD.

“wIGCemNGWISH enferolld, Loj&aerLd
D EITGeuEuT eZeervlIGH6ur LD (1hS MRS

eTTUSML  QUDUUEBLD. @& et  QuT@emen  CHTISGMISHTL,  WD;HSHICausT:  O(GHSHIS
SEIEMIWEOLIIGID, CGOUTEHD  UTHALLUSEITEL 2 @uLTGD  Qesfenwwimssr  ¢ped0lullemeyid
OGBSRISD 6Teorll QU QUMM 6T6oTLIMS SIMILIGOMD (Mailathur Samy Iyer, 1987). LD&HG6NLD - LOW(HGIoT6sT
QameflemWDd, &HSHLOMEE, SHUIMHLOWITET BHTHSHMSW|OLIWIST @Q(HSGSLD. @eueurm LML
CammsmaN&saNed(hhg spedlenwal @& WG eUTHaD, Qefenwwimseayn GBLUUSTeID LOI(hgleuTest
R SM&ESHNHG 2 eumlUBHH (GG + SMSD = WGHRSD dard ADUYUL QU QUDMDSTSHS
Q&meremeVILD.

‘UJS FWPSHHID 61emId BHIedleL “N(pHHIGE &M 6TTHASTLRIGD &HCeomreH e NSO
Seoureowmisefled THHFMD HTLGHHL QmIEG @Qettest CensHled (Qeitenr T60Td GMOILLG UTSHSH WIS
GPOEULD ANEFEHSHTULGOBUID GSHUUSTGLD. FTeug HeiierGloend et  CHeugnHseates
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BLETGHDG UTLE] 2L LU URGLSTaIEHD  G(pelst eursdluimiseney eemnsd  LOGSHS
QUTHSIIUPLD eUTHLILG| 6T6OTUSTGLD) (HSMISLD UTHALLG 61601 SamULBEHEHTME” (Mailathur Samy lyer,
1987).

BGHRSD uHOiw GOIUY BTEGLNY STOISS60 BITHID &FHEHHHH (131-132) GUITL1q.&61T
umdiw QFwHselled QLD QubMIeTengl. SWbeugGd CUTLIQ&ET €LPELD BLHGHIETeTE. C&6TLDGI6emI)
LoctTeuiedt  GLO&eUTHenien  Leneall Qes@G  waeT &fnd  oieuedt BLEILTERLEAUTRS &6tTenew
DBHSMS UTHELGHHTEL 6TeUQETT(HEUHT Falbhg euUTHEHSEH CeummdiLenL eumGestm eUCeT &erT&HG W
IHITLISESITEUTEST 6T63T 6UEHS6MD QFILISHTHE GMILL SMesiLiLGEHMS).

B55M0HSHL BHID LWGTLGSSID OBSMISLD 22, 23, 24 JMIGEVLD 61601 CleUUCRIM| Si6T6SerleL
uweruh' S eumAHeTCOHTD. Qeng ev(HHUN6T SgliLenLulled evgmull W(HSMRISD, $5E LOI(HSMISLD
OImITM  SOWPSSILGEDSG. WOHSMSD SWMTHEGWL WD, LWSUGSSHID elaiésd, Frgb
Gurbd  Wwem, uwWaLUGSHGHID CHTEL&HET  CuTsTImEne GMSSH  QWImisFsluiled rRUUL(B
LHESMSHHNCE @QeVESIILD  GSHS UTSSTL(H el  guifler  SauGiglyser  ummdiul
aNe&shIGmeT Qeneoid eumuNeonsd oeuflest LG eveugmer @Qmem e @ulf HeUTHeT 61(hS5HIS
FaMIS .

S, e0WmISefle0 LOI(HhSMIS(LOLD 6] 66T 6UIT & SIS EhHLD

D&HET SOTMMLLD UTTHHID, CHLEBL, QrHsHHId Q&M (H&GL QMEFSGL USHSLIEOLDTS
aNeMh@GLD (HSMHES UTSHSILIDTENS W eVWRSANCD SIG6T LNenil QemmelsnIS@SLD, FeLpsSHMHGLD,
Geoms a((HHHGGLD ATLILENSEEGIDG. QF6eT(hF HeurewmsHalGer STHSFMOL U (DIgfhg)
Gaumhl @rened UeLeL&EEL 6TphgmaNl Letaluemme@s QFeLed GUTE opL omAflited, BT Lqul
MG, @enFeumemiest, &KGHSST6, efsneoor  eUTHLCUT, LLOMRIGLIL 2 ICaIM), FHhms,
TGS HHACWTT QmESGD, QevmelstT LUSLPUTL LS G GRS UTHSSHI UeTafuienm
GCayuugl QameamIQsTL (h @6tml ey alp&EESHNBHEH Q[HEIMSH SHTEUIEVMLD.

B(HSHSHEF QFTHEL(H &6

8- 8- Qid- pLb- 8- 8- QAgid- pLb-
&- oifl- 8- sif- Q&mb- G- Bd- Hifl-
&- &- 8- §- §- s QgMd- QBMD- Fifl- BLD- HLO- Sifl-

@eueurm Sig el LML h&ET QST HiGLD

L& 605 &6

&M s 5 5 HL HL S HL
SNEL L &5 &S HMhHS

AL g & LuNbHs
QASMD- 56 HGSLES GG H& HGLGDLS
GOBL-& SGLELY GLS && SGDEDS

alev g & LWilhH&
- SIb- S5 BSHID- S5
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HibHid- AL 56SID- A5

HeHsLD WG UTLK&ST eurélé@L (Lpemm
B-8Lb- B-Sib- B-HLb- B-Slb-
B-SLb- BHSLD- b-SLD- HHSLD-
B-E0- SPALSID- B-Eib- SHALSLD-
BED-§ BED-H HSID-H BELD-S

Qeueurm WNGHISGE QFTHS(H&HET L Hlemeuseiled Sieural] UTEMSEE&HG gJHM QIMEHUTIL
SN H G| SRS SIeMLDSHSLILIL (H6IT6r6Dl.

(Dlg &|en]

AnH Qmss SmeNulled U QenFs HMHENGeT 2 enenssl.  QFcuaNWOlmEUNL  FTens
&HAN&ET HIHMISEHENEHSTE Qendd SHalsder CHTeM emMhEHer. HeLLUSHSTISH SHTLSHHMG (L6oTL
2 (HheUTSHI O[HSMHISLOMEG Lew LFlmmd euemj&FHuned, uev wmmulL Quuifsefed LwsTuhRGSULL (h
QTMIEUM] D&HSHET LIWIGTUMLIg60 QUGID (W&HW Qenss SHeNTS NHSRISGD 2 6Tengl. LOGHSMS
Qengs sHaldm FadGlsEhdG, HTLSMGELSHG, BTLIGW BML&SSHMHG, UFSHITLIGWISSHMNHSG, Symbli
Qmes® Cumlé &5CFHEHEHG, CFualdmes®, sl QmesHE Qeameueny L6
QNSHEUTEISHEN, HMEVEHTH6T, Fadh aHeT LIETLRSS UBEDTIST. QEuUEH WOHMID @@USSHCWITITLD
BIOOIEIGE0 HTeT SIHTL& FRESD CFaTaNbhHmaNed L HLTEH CHFD (W(PAUGID 2 608D
WP(PeUGID QUMTESWIDLHSHG! 6T6TLIMS LI BHICLSET, YIRS, QNN MWD 261 LD BLOGES
FamFleimgl. HSHSLD cl6otm Qemdd sSHmeNulled UHw Qemm&er, LS elenjss, eldHuimgLomest
Canmjeneusern, eNGHwnFomer CQFTH&HET, HenL &6, &FH CUHRIGET QenaUGHeT  len6eTdHGIGLD
UEMIESILIEDL_HS Gl
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